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DEVRIMCI SOL 


FOREWORD 

We are together again with a new issue. This period has 
been the scene of many events with respect to the history of 
world revolutions. 

One of these events -perhaps the most imp)ortant one- was 
formation of the DHKP-C (Revolutionary People’s Liberation 
Party-Front) by Devrimci Sol, which has completed the required 
process for the formation of the Party; and which used to be a 
Marxist-Leninist organization of all the Anatolien nationalities 
(Turk, Kurd, Arab, Circassian...) The Devrimci Sol -ideologically 
and politically follower of THKP-C (Turkey Peoples' Liberation 
Party-Front), formed in the early 1970s- became candidate for 
the peoples' revolutionary power by fighting meanwhile, widely 
organizing all over the country. The next period will be the pe¬ 
riod of carrying the DHKP-C toward political power. More detail 
about this subject will be emitted in the next issue. 

One of our misfortune was imprisonment of comrade Dur¬ 
sun Karata§, leader and chief commander of the Devrimci Sol 
which has been changed to DHKP-C, by the French imperialism. 
The best answer to the imperialism's aggressiveness against lead¬ 
ers of the pjeoples' liberation movements came from peoples: 
"The peoples, who united with their leadership, are invincible." 
News and comments will be published in the next issues. 

An interview with one of the DHKP-C's warrior comrade 
Aslan Tayfun Ozkok, who had been tried for death penalty at the 
Devrimci Sol main trial, and ended his imprisonment by a free¬ 
dom action; and who resumed his duty where he had stopped, is 
emitted in this issue as well. 

In addition, the confessions of a counterguerilla member 
that practised oppression, massacre and torture on the peoples 
of Turkey would be found in this issue. We would like to inform 
you that how our people suffer from these brutal applications in 
their everyday life. 

We also published our comments about the recent world 
events. Some of these are El Salvador, Nicaragua, and the latest 
incidents in the Middle East. 

The great leader of the Korean people and president of the 
North Korea Kim 11 Sung's death echoed to the world. We will 
keep him alive in our struggle as we commemorate him with all 
our respects. 

Since last issue many warriors of ours have been fallen in 
the battles by fighting till their last bullets, rejecting to give them¬ 
selves up to the enemies, and writing our organization's name on 
their bases' walls with their blood. Our warriors, of who fell in the 
battle, biographies and fighting process would be found on the 
next pages. 

We received a news that 13 rural guerillas of DHKP-C fell in 
the battle, after they fought against enemies for hours; approxi¬ 
mately 50 enemies died. More detail about this subject will be 
printed in he next issue. 

One of the meanest methods of offences and oppression on 
the p)eople is "disappearances". Recently our two comrades "dis¬ 
appeared" under custody. Our news and comments about this 
issue is emitted in this issue. 

We wish to meet you at our next issue. 


The Editor 








DEVRIMCI SOL. 



FREEDOM FOR 

DURSUN KARATA§! 



Dursun Karata§ -who 
organized the Devrimci 
Sol as a political move¬ 
ment in the class struggle 
arena in 1978, has been 
leading it for 16 years, 
prepared it for formation 
of the party, and was 
elected to the DHKP-C 
(Revolutionary People's 
Liberation Party-Front) 
General Secretariat at the 
Founding Congress of 
the Party- was arrested 
by the imperialist French 
government on 9th 
September while his 
transit entry to France. 

It was clear since the 
beginning that Dursun 
Karata§'s arrest had 
nothing to do with the 
law, but it was a political 
attack on the peoples' 
liberation because it was 
not new for the French 
government that attacks 
on the leaders and fighters of the peoples' 
liberation movements. ETA's fighters and 
Kurdish patriots had been extradited to 
Spain and Turkey; PFLP's leader George 
Flabbash had been shamelessly deported 
as well by French government. However, 
French government seems to be it does 
not know enough about DHKP-C and 
Devrimci Sol's tradition by this attack. As 
soon as Dursun Karata§'s arrest had been 
heard our peoples' raged voice rose on 
any soil they exist. In Turkey, France, 
England, Germany, Greece, Middle East; 
the French government was notified by 
every possible way of that our anger 
should not be tested. 


His arrest was also a test for 
international solidarity with respect to the 
national and the antiimperialist, 
antifascist organizations. International sol¬ 
idarity hcis ridded again with Dursun 
Karata§ and DHKP-C. 

What was the intention beyond 
Dursun Karata§'s arrest without any legal 
reason? It is very obvious! The villages are 
bombed and evacuated in 
Turkey and Kurdistan. 

Dersim's mountains have been burning 
for nearly four weeks; 

DHKP-Cs rural guerillas are in the process 
of war in this region. Counterguerilla com¬ 
mit "disappearance" of people with 
a full speed. 

Disappearances continue with an increas¬ 
ing number. Counterguerilla raids houses, 
cafeterias in the cities; they 
murder revolutionaries as if they have 
ceremony for slaughter. Fascist terror is 
going on with bloodshed and offences on 
peoples' fundamental freedoms and rights 
for living. In short, slaughter and torture 
machine, namely fascism, is still 
functioning in Turkey. 

The French government is not contented 
with approving the crimes of this slaughter 
machine, but also attacks on our peoples 
by detaining a revolutionary person who 
dedicated his life to end this machine. 

The greatest crime against humanity is 
supporting the world's meanest terrorist 
regimes by covering it with the terrorism 
demagogies. 

This crime is committed and carried on by 
imperialism everyday. It is not new: It cost 
hundreds of thousands of 
innocent lives in Asia, Africa, America. But, 
what the reality is that no power can stop 
the peoples' struggles for freedom, no 
matter what it costs. 
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Dursun Karata ^ 

"Our leader, our teacher, our commander" 


THE NAME OF THE STHUGGLE 
AGAINST FASCISM 


I n today’s world where „the 
new world order“ prevails 
and where the demagogic 
saying „socialism has 
died“ is widespread; Dur¬ 
sun Karata§ is the leader 
and the general secretary 
of the Revolutionary People’s Liberation 
Part>^ (DHKP) which owns organizations 
for the entire cross-section of the people 
and which, in spite of everything, keeps 
the flag of socialism flying and whose 
fighters, even when dying for this cause, 
sing and write, with their blood, their or¬ 
ganization’s name on the walls. Without 
having been appointed, he , 
has gained the leadership ^ 
through taking part in and I 
being right at the centre of the 
revolutionary struggle for 25 
years through his decisive ^ 
role at the political turning 
points and for his political in¬ 
sight. 

With his skill of solving 
problems, turning defeats into 
gains and his mastery of 
evaluating the process; he has ? 
the practical experience to be 
taken as an example not only 
for Turkish revolutionaries 
but also for all the revolution¬ 
aries of the world. He is a man 
of both politics and action. 

Dursun Karata§ has 
vowed his life to the struggle 
for eradicating the cruelty of 
fascism and imperialist he¬ 
gemony in our country and 
also for establishing a life 
without exploitation for our 
peoples. Dursun Karata§ who 
says „Devrimci Sol is my 
child, mother, teacher, every¬ 


thing“ is the founder of Devrimci Sol and 
the Revolutionary People’s Liberation 
Party-Front (DHKP-C). His life is the his¬ 
tory of Devrimci Sol (Revolutionary Left). 

D ursun Karata§ is a son of a Kurd¬ 
ish labouring family from Elazig. 
He sympathized with revolution¬ 
ary ideas before the 1970s. In 1970 he 
came to Istanbul to study in the faculty of 
forestry at the university of the Istanbul. 
During this period two revolutionary or¬ 
ganizations -THKP-C (People’s Libera¬ 
tion Party-Front of Turkey) and THKO 
(People’s Liberation Army of Turkey)- by 
overthrowing the tradition of reformisms 


and conciliation that characterized the 
Turkish Left for 50 years, initiated the tra¬ 
dition of armed struggle. Dursun Karata§, 
influenced by the revolutionary war car¬ 
ried out by Mahir C^yan (leader of the 
THKP-C) and his comrades, became a 
sympathizer of the THKP-C. 

In 1972, when Mahir Cayan and other 
militant leaders were massacred in 
Kizildere, the THKP-C which had proved 
that armed struggle was the way to achieve 
liberation for our people and had in a short 
time become a great attraction field in the 
Left, was physically but not ideologically 
defeated. It left behind great wave of sym¬ 
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pathy and potential among our 
peoples. This potential later 
became the main source for 
the revolutionary movement of 
our country and in the course 
of struggle created it’s own 
leaders and organizations. 

Within a couple of years 
after the 1972, THKP-C’sline 
was taken over by the younger 
generations and they started 
reorganizing. In that period D. 
Karata§ -as a militant of the 
DEV-GENQ (Revolutionary 
Youth) who supported the line 
of the THKP-C- played an ac¬ 
tive role in the youth move¬ 
ment and took part in the front 
line of the antifascist struggle 
in Istanbul and Elazig. 

His first arrest in his revo¬ 
lutionary life was in 1974. 
During the protest campaign 
against the invasion of Cyprus 
by the Turkish government, he 
was arrested along with Niyazi 
Aydin (who was later to take 
I part in the Central Commit- 
! tee of Devrimci Sol), while 
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they were writing slogans on the walls and 
released shortly afterwards. 

In 1974-75, civilian fascists supported 
by the state and the CIA started to increase 
their attacks on labouring people, fascists 
opened fire on progressive people and 
revolutionaries and occupied districts, 
universities and student campuses. By vir¬ 
tue of his managing skills and militant 
character, Dursun Karata§ was then one 
of the prominent militants in organizing 
Istanbul youth on the basis of antiimperi¬ 
alist and antifascist policies and in driv¬ 
ing them into action. Shortly afterwards 
he became the leader of the higher educa¬ 
tion youth of Istanbul. 

In that period the organization of 
DEV-GEN(^, although insufficient and 
inexperienced but because it was the most 
organized section of the society, couldn’t 
limit itself only to the struggle for the 
youth and had to struggle in every domain 
of the life. This situation forced revolu¬ 
tionary youth organizations to create new 
formations which went beyond merely 
catering for the youth. Thus THKP-C’s 
active militant supporters within the Is¬ 
tanbul DEV-GENQ started to organize 
themselves to form a group called „Lib- 
eration^. In that group Dursun Karata§ 
was one of the respected, influential mili¬ 
tant leaders. The „Liberation“ group, from 
the beginning, organized innumerable 
antifascist small and large mass actions. 
Militants of the ^Liberation" group took 
active part in and directed almost every 
action. As a leader-organizer of all this 
actions and activities, Dursun Karata§ was 
learning the art of politics and the art of 
managing. 

t the funeral of two revolutionar¬ 
ies shot dead by fascists, it was 
he at the head of the masses and 
when the police tried to stop them, he di¬ 
rected the tens of thousands of people cor¬ 
rectly in a street war with the police and 
turned the funeral into a barricade war 
against the police. This street war which 
too place in Kocamustafapa§a-Istanbul 
was the first and it took it’s place in the 
history of the revolutionary struggle in 
Turkey and Kurdistan. 

In spite of these actions the need for 
centrahzed organization had arisen. Thus, 
Dursun Karata§ and his friends, in 1977, 
took part in the formation of Devrimci Yol 
(Revolutionary Path) in order to create an 
organization of quality. During the for¬ 
mation of Devrimci Yol, Dursun Karata§ 
known then as „uncle Dursun“ rose to 


prominence among the organization’s 
leaders. 

However, leading member of 
Devrimci Yol adopted the ideology of a 
„civilian society^ and directed the organi¬ 
zation towards that very course. Dursun 
Karata§ and his friends, although opposed 
to this, always advocated unity. Dursun 
Karata§ believed that these changes sho¬ 
uld be revealed and made public through 
ideological struggle. In coming together 
under the name of Devrimci Yol, the main 
aim was to create the platform for ideo¬ 
logical struggle in order to acquire ideo¬ 
logical unity and create a party. Devrimci 
Yol was the product of this effort. 

Because leading figures of Devrimci 
Yol moved away to the right and in spite 
of all efforts, avoided ideological discus¬ 
sions, a great mass of people and mili¬ 
tants, claiming that Devrimci Yol had 
adopted a right-wing line, left it in 1978 
and established Devrimci Sol. Ideologi¬ 
cal theories of this new organization were 
decided through discussions among lead¬ 
ing member and then declared in writ¬ 
ing. In a short time Devrimci Sol became 
an important force in the Turkish politi¬ 
cal arena through its armed liberation 
struggle and through the line of mass 
struggle. Its organisation within the work¬ 
ing class and student youth, in districts 
and shanty towns, within the civil service 
and in Kurdistan, gained a mass charac¬ 
ter and the Devrimci Sol became a revo¬ 
lutionary organisation embracing great 
masses in the fight against fascism and 
imperialism. 


U nder the leadership of Dursun 
Karata§, Devrimci Sol, inspired 
of all weaknesses incurred from 
the period of the Devrimci Yol, formed 
its organisational mechanisms within a 
short space of time. This was the process 
with which the Devrimci Sol showed its 
differences in fighting, organising and in 
its ideological line. 

At that time when paramilitary fas¬ 
cist bands and state forces attacked peo¬ 
ple with cruelty and carried out massa¬ 
cres to stop people from joining the revo¬ 
lutionary struggle; Devrimci Sol became 
a barricade of people and the real fight¬ 
ing force in the struggle against fascism 
and prevented people from yielding to 
fascist terror. 

The Young Devrimci Sol, from the 
beginning, had to continue its struggle 
and organise under difficult conditions. 
After it was established Martial law was 
declared in most of the cities and fascist 
terror increased by a great deal. Inspite of 
the disadvantage of being new. Devrimci 
Sol had, under these difficult conditions, 
the advantage of being under the revolu¬ 
tionary leadership of Dursun Karata§. 
Thus it developed its struggle and organi¬ 
zation and also made much progress in 
the process of becoming a party. 

After the mihtary fascist Junta of 12th 
September 1980, Devrimci Sol decided to 
fight against it with all its strength. When 
the majority of the groups of the Left deci¬ 
ded to withdraw and thus left people un¬ 
protected against the Junta. Dursun Kara- 
ta§, writing a leaflet under the heading of 
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^American fascist Junta can not surren¬ 
der 45 million people^, declared that 
Devrimci Sol was to fight against the 
Junta with all its strength. 

Under the Junta tens of thousands of 
people were arrested and tortured someti¬ 
mes for up to 90 days. Hundreds of peop¬ 
le were killed by torture and many „disap- 
peared“. Inthatperiodremaining in the coun¬ 
try was a matter of honour for revolutionar¬ 
ies. Even if dissolution was the result of it, 
the stmggle had to be continued. 


D unng the first days of intensive 
fighting against Junta, Dursun 
Karata§ was held captive. Wounds 
on the sole of his feet and various other 
parts of his body occurred as a result of 
torture and did not heal up for years. But 
Devrimci Sol deprived of its practical 
leadership carried on fighting against fas¬ 
cist Junta in a way he had demonstrated. 

During the „campaign of struggle 
against the fascist Junta“ the deputy chief 
of Istanbul Police, Mahmut Dikler, who 
had been principally responsible for the 
killings of revolutionaries in torture, was 
punished. Despite all the measures taken 
by Junta, innumerate mass actions were 
carried out, placards protesting against the 
Junta were hung throughout the country 
and slogans were written on the walls. 

Shortly after this Devrimci Sol attracted 
the attention of the Junta and despite the 
great blows and imprisonment of its lead¬ 
ers and important militants; it did not stop 
its struggle. Even inprisons, Dursun Kaiata§ 
continued his role as leader by developing 
and organizing resistance pohcies against 
the fascist Junta of the 12th September. 


T ie military fascist Junta not only 
ortured the revolutionary prison- 
jrs but also wanted them to leave 
their revolutionary personality. At that 
point Dursun Karata§ struggled to turn the 
prisons of the Junta into the places where 
the class struggle continued. He estab¬ 
lished a new tradition and thereby became 
its leader. In Istanbul prisons Devrimci 
Sol prisoners carried out a war of resist¬ 
ance, they organized hunger strikes and 
dormitory resistances. And in 1984 its re¬ 
sistance reached its climax when as 
a protest against unceasing inhu¬ 
man conditions and torture they or¬ 
ganized a hunger strike to the 
death. In this action which lasted 
for 75 consecutive days, Dursun 
Karata§ took part in the first team 
of strikers. Devrimci Sol losing its 
three invaluable militants as mar¬ 
tyrs gained a victory at the end of 
this action. 

When he was told that the hun¬ 
ger strike had ended, he was un¬ 
conscious and at the threshold of 
death. His weight had dropped from 
80 kg, to under 40 kg. and it was 
very difficult to recognize him. He 
lived for years in cells on his own, 
without any access to his basic 
needs, without clothes, without see¬ 
ing day light and without any per¬ 
mission to see anyone including his so¬ 
licitors and relatives. To break down the 
resistance, the Junta targeted Dursun 
Karata§ and attacked him both physically 
and psychologically. The main trial of 
Devrimci Sol started on 15 March 1982 
in the martial law military court of the 
Junta and lasted for the 10 years. But in 
this trial the ones who should have been 
on trial were the ones who tried. Dursun 
Karata§’s political defence, under the 
name of „We are right, We will win“, con¬ 
sisted of 1753 pages, in it he explained 
the colonization of our country and the 
way to liberate the Turkish and Kurdish 
people. 

uring the trial Devrimci Sol pris¬ 
oners did not remain silent about 
the events which had happened 
in our country and in the world. 

Despite the prohibitions of the fascist 
military court, all crimes of the Junta were 
protested against in the courtrooms. The 
unchanging signature under the protest 
petitions belonged to Dursun Karata§. 

In October 1989, following his escape 
he returned to the struggle. A shoot to kill 


warrant was issued 
for him. In the state¬ 
ment he left behind 
to be read in the 
courtroom, Dursun 
Karata§ was saying 
that,freedom is not 
donated, it is won. We are going to be at 
war to earl the freedom.^ 

round 1985 Devrimci Sol got to 
a new stage. Although the re¬ 
gime did not change much, the 
formation of different equilibrate and the 
taking place of various parties in the po¬ 
litical arena, did not make it necessary 
to continue the war and resistance tac¬ 
tics as it had been between the 1980-85. 
The priority of now was to build up new 
mechanisms to cover the developing 
process. The decision to retreat, taken in 
1985 to take care of the injuries within 
Devrimci Sol, remained in effect until the 
beginning of the March 1990. Then there 
was a high morale force, because Dur¬ 
sun Karata§ had gained his freedom. 
Devrimci Sol, through the decisions ta¬ 
ken in March 1990 under the leadership 
of Dursun Karata§, improved itself. Par¬ 
allelled with its widespread mass organi¬ 
zations on the democratic platforms and 
its developing armed struggle, Devrimci 
Sol became a target of intensive attacks 
from fascists. In the operations directed 
at the democratic mass organizations, 
thousands of people were arrested and 
tortured. In operations such as those 
which took place on the 12th of July 1991 
and 17th of April 1992; Devrimci Sol 
lost members of its central committee 
such as Niyazi Aydin, Sinan Kukul and 
Sabahat Karata§ who had spent most of 
their lives fighting. It also lost its fight¬ 
ers and sympathizers who made great 
contributions to the struggle. Dursun 
Karata§ faced great dangers many times 
during these operations. But he, by car¬ 
rying out his duties effectively, put the 
revolutionary organization back to its 
feet. Wounds were treated in a short time. 
Because Devrimci Sol was not a margi¬ 
nal movement, it had sprung from peo¬ 
ple and it had a strong leadership which 
had gained experience through difficult 
process. 

In 1992, Devrimci Sol resumed its 
concrete attempts to become a party. But 
in this process it received the biggest blow 
from the enemy within. What was the 
enemy within? It was that of surrender¬ 
ing to the petty bourgeois weaknesses and 
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it was that of being unable to face the fact 
that the fight would be continued but with 
a price to pay. On 13th of September 1992, 
those who went through this degrading 
process attacked the leadership and seized 
facilities and contacts of the organization. 

Dursun Karata§ faced with another 
big challenge managed to overcome this 
crisis. Beginning from 
the day he was taken hos¬ 
tage, he tried to solve the 
problems with patience 
and responsibility. When 
unsuccessful, he took the 
matter to the leaders and 
militants of the organiza¬ 
tion. Eventually he man¬ 
aged to keep the organi¬ 
zation undivided through 
his trust of the people of 
organization. And they 
defended the leadership 
and organization. 

The coup, which sho¬ 
rtly afterwards together 
with the counter-revolu¬ 
tion evolved into counter¬ 
guerilla bandit, caused 
Devrimci Sol to incur he¬ 
avy blows. They caused 
all the secrets of the or¬ 
ganization to be made 
public, many organiza¬ 
tions to be dissolved and 
massacres to be carried 


out. Almost everything had to be recre¬ 
ated. And with its leadership, fighters and 
masses coming together, in one and a half 
years, Devrimci Sol reached a point of 
evolving into a party with a stronger or¬ 
ganization. 

On 30 March 1994, Devrimci Sol 
convened the party founding congress and 
decided to carry on its 
revolutionary march as a 
party and became the 
Revolutionary People’s 
Liberation Party-Front. 
Dursun Karata§ was 
elected The Secretary 
General. Dursun Karata§, 
who was taken prisoner 
by the French imperial¬ 
ism last September, is 
revolutionary party secre¬ 
tary whose 25 year long 
political life is full of 
struggle and whose lead¬ 
ership was tested during 
the 16 years practise in 
Devrimci Sol. 

„The struggle of 
Devrimci Sol can not be 
stopped by oppression, 
torture and hundreds of 
death penalties and also 
by threat of imprison¬ 
ment This war is a war 
of the classes. It will con¬ 
tinue until enemy classes 


are overcome. I am honoured and take 
great pride in being a fighter of the 
Revolutionary Left, which fights for this 
purpose, and I support its struggle. Be¬ 
cause Devrimci Sol is the fiiture of our 
country and is the flag of our people’s 
liberation." 

These words were said by Dursun 
Karata§ 12 year ago in a courtroom, while 
he was being tried under the threat of the 
death sentence. 12 years later we repeat the 
same wxDrds with and even louder voice. 

Today Dursun Karata§ and Devrimci 
Sol and also hundreds of thousands of peo¬ 
ple who had pinned their hopes on revo¬ 
lutionary struggle cannot be divided. To 
attack one of these is to attack our coun¬ 
try, our people and our struggle against 
fascism. Because Dursun Karata§ is a be¬ 
loved leader of the people and a revolu¬ 
tionary leader to whom fighters for the 
liberation of our people sent their salute 
with slogans while they were fighting and 
dying for the revolution. 

With more than 300 martyrs behind 
us and having paid all the prices we sur¬ 
vived the most damaging betrayals with¬ 
out losing our resolution we have got this 
far under the leadership of Ehirsun Karata§. 

Neither oligarchy nor imperiahsm, not 
any force will be able to stop us, the Revo¬ 
lutionary People’s Liberation Party-Front, 
from continuing with our revolutionary 
march and the world will once again be 
rocked in Turkey and Kurdistan. ■ 



Call for solidarity 
with DHKP-C's leader 


Dursun Karata§ is under custody 
since September 9^ in France. The French 
government tries to hide the truth behind 
his detention. However French Govern¬ 
ment know as well as Turkish government 
that Dursun Karata§ is the leader of 
Devrimci Sol, which later became the 
DHKP-C (Revolutionary People’s Liber¬ 
ation Party-Front) and Party's General 
Secretary. The French government was 
aware that his entry to France was to per¬ 
form his organisational duties for the 
Party. Despite the fact that French gov¬ 
ernment was aware of his death sentence 
back in Turkey, they still arrested him. 

Although this reality the French gov¬ 
ernment insolently tries to justify this as¬ 
sault on our peoples by falsely accusing 


Dursun Karata§ of (who dedicated his 
whole life to socialism and his country’s 
liberation, who lost his wife and innumer¬ 
able comrades under torture and count¬ 
erguerilla operations) unreasonable facts. 

We have the right to ask: What kind 
of advantage does French government 
expect from pursuing Petain ’s tradition of 
granting the most valuedpeople of France 
over to the Gestapo? 

The answer to this question contains 
both the French imperialism's profitsfrom 
our country and the imperialism’s world¬ 
wide policies. This incident, Dursun 
Karata§ detention for political reasons, 
is only one example of the imperialism’s 
hostilities towards the peoples’ liberation 
movements and their leaders. This be¬ 


cause they do not want any obstacle in 
their way. If no action is taken today by 
an internationalist spirit, these attacks will 
multiplying in the future. The peoples of 
the world are once again faced with their 
internationalist duty. 

The duty for reviving the spirit of in¬ 
ternationalist brigades of the Spanish civil 
war is on the shoulders ofthe world’s peo¬ 
ples, antifascist, antiimperialist organiza¬ 
tions, individuals and institutions. The in¬ 
ternationalist solidarity test will be suc¬ 
ceeded once again, if we continue to sup¬ 
port the leader of the DHKP-C, Dursun 
Karata§ against his detention. 

The address of the prison in which 
Dursun Karata$ serves: 

Previnu no: 258392 M.B. 202 42 
Rue de la Sante 75014 Paris 
French Justice Ministry: 

Tel: 0033144776060 
Fax:0033142381815 
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"FREEDOM FOR DURSUN KARATA^" CAMPAIGN 

„The real judgement 
will come from the people 


he leader of Devrimci Sol and the 
Secretary-General of the DHKP-C, 
Dursun Karata§, has been arrest¬ 
ed in France, Our people in Tur¬ 
key and Europe showed their an¬ 
ger, Many actions were undertak¬ 
en to achieve his relieve. From po¬ 
litical prisoners to workers, this 
whole spectrum showed its anger 
by demonstrations, pamphlets, sig¬ 
nature-campaigns, wall-paintings, 
molotov-cocktails and bombing of 
French targets in Turkey, These 
people unite under the slogan: 
„ Freedom for comrade Dursun 
Karata§!** 

Turkey: 

„Wa are going to win 
this war*' 

After Dursun Karata$ was arrest¬ 
ed, all of the bourgeois-media, po¬ 
lice, ministers, torturers and gen¬ 
erals shared the same feeling of 
joy. However, in the factories, the 
slumps, the schools and the moun¬ 
tains, anger dominated. This an¬ 
ger was canalised by Devrimci Sol 
in the campaign called „Freedom 
for Dursun Karata§.‘‘ 

* 11 Septemhti: 119 Devrimci 
Sol prisoners in the Sagmalcilar- 
prison (Istanbul) started a hunger 
strike. 

*12 September: The revolu¬ 
tionary workers-movement burned 
the bank-office in Ulucanlar with 
molotov-cocktails. At the same day, 
the Revolutionary People’s Forces 
(Devrimci Halk Giigleri) sent a 
statement to the french Government: 

„ You cannot stop our struggle for free¬ 
dom with the arrest of our leader.^ 

* 13 September: In Istanbul, at 
the Kadikdy-square, a revolutionary 


crowd, hung a banner with huge 
photographs of Dursun Karata§ with 
two bombs attached to it. The same 
day, a revolutionary organisation 
pictured a slideshow on the British 
embassy in Istanbul. In the Aydm- 
prison. Prisoners out of Devrimci 
Sol pronounced a statement in 
which they said „the bourgeoisie is 
ceremonial celebrating the arrest of 
Dursun Karata§, in the near fixture 
they face another ceremony. “ 


* September 17: Devrimci Halk 
Giigleri, in three parts of Gebze and 
in two parts of Istanbul (Alibeykdy 
and Bagcilar), blockaded the road 
and held a demonstration. 

* September 19: Revolutionar¬ 
ies held a demonstration in Adana. 
They hung a baimer with the slo¬ 
gan: „Our revolutionary fire also 
will bum in France.^ 

* September 21: Again Devrim¬ 
ci Halk Gugleri made a demonstra¬ 



Toiig Live Our Leader Dursun Karatas! ' 


* September 15: In Gazi Ma- 
hallesi, the biggest slump in Istan¬ 
bul, Devrimci Halk Giigleri block¬ 
aded the main road with molotov- 
cocktails. They hung a banner with 
the slogan: „The real judgement will 
come from the people. “ 

* September 16: In Sagmalci- 
lar and Caglayan Devrimci Halk 
Gtigleri blockaded the main road 
with molotov-cocktails. They hung 
a baimer with the slogan:, JLong live 
Dursun Karata§, Long live our lead¬ 
er Dursun Karata§, Long Live Free¬ 
dom Fighters.^ 


tion. This time in Antakya-Saman- 
dag. They stated „ We are writing the 
history with our blood, we are writ¬ 
ing the history with our bullets.“ 
Prisoners out of Devrimci Sol had 
to appear for the National Security 
Court in Istanbul. On their way back 
to prison, they managed to throw out 
pamphlets out of the tmck. Politi¬ 
cal prisoners in Aydin, Sakarya, 
Qanakkale, Bursa and Buca, joined 
the hunger strike, initiated by the 
prisoners in the Sagmalcilar-prison 
in Istanbul. They stated „if the 
french government touches our lead- 
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er, they will be answered by the revolu¬ 
tionary movement in Turkey^ At the same 
day TIYAD (Relatives of political prison¬ 
ers) held a demonstration in front of the 
Sagmalcilar-prison. They hung a baimer 
that said; „Long live our leader, our com¬ 
rade and our son!“. The police attacked 
the demonstration, hurt many people (in¬ 
cluding people of old age) and arrested 
many of them. 

* September 22: Devrimci Sol, 
bombed a branch of Renault in Levent, 
Istanbul. They stated: „this is just a little 
warning to the French government.^ 

"^September 23: Inhabitants of 
Bayrampa§a, the poorest part of Istanbul, 
barricaded the local main road and dem¬ 
onstrated with banners, carrying the por¬ 
trait of Dursun Karata§. 

"^September 27: Liseli Dev-Geng 
(Revolutionary High-school Youth) de¬ 
stroyed an office of the Hiirriyet in Istan¬ 
bul, because of the lack of respect for 
Dursun Karata§ from his paper. 

* September 28: Devrimci Sol, hung 
their flag on flagstaJff at the Renault- of¬ 
fice in Istanbul. A bomb was attached to 
the flag. As a result it hung several hours. 

* October 3: Prisoners in Yozgat sent 


a letter to the French govern¬ 
ment in which they demanded 
the freedom of Dursun Karata§. 

* October 6: In more then 
ten quarters in Istanbul, 
„ffeedomfires“ were lighted and 
banners were hung. 

* October 7: In Cebeci, An¬ 
kara, a banner with a bomb at¬ 
tached was hung. „We are greet¬ 
ing our party and our leader^. 

* October 9: Prisoners in 
the Osmaniye-prison, also 
joined the hunger strike. 

On the whole, a huge an¬ 
ger aimed at France rose. In 
Konya, Istanbul, Malatya, 
Adana, Mersin, Manisa, Izmir, 
Ankara, Trabzon, Zonguldak, 
Bolu, Bursa, Balikesir, etc. 
demonstrations were hold, writ¬ 
ings on the wall and banners 
hung. This anger will not stop 
until Dursun Karata§ is re¬ 
leased unconditionally. 

Europe: 

„Wt haw a good nomory" 

Devrimci Sol is a people’s 
movement. In Europe live 
three million people from Turkey. 
Therefore our movement is also in Eu¬ 
rope. After learning the news about the 
arrest of Dursun Karata$ in France, Eu¬ 
ropean representatives of Devrimci Sol 
published a declaration, sent to the 
French government. ^The French gov¬ 
ernment made a political mistake, ar¬ 
resting Dursun Karata$. The French 
government should not test our anger. 
We are an organisation settled in the 
Middle-East and in Europe and we have 
a good memory, ff our leader-comrade 
is harmed or his detention lasts very 
much longer, we will respond to this.“ 
After this explanation many actions 
were carried through. 

* September 12: In London in front 
of the French embassy a demonstration 
was carried out. They handed the embas¬ 
sy a dossier about the struggle of Dursun 
Karata§ in Turkey. At the same day in 
Vienna, also in front of the French em¬ 
bassy, a demonstration was held. The 
demonstrators told the embassy: „The 
French government is creating an endless 
war against the Turkish people.” In Am¬ 
sterdam there was a demonstration in 
front of the French consulate. 


* September 13: In Athens, there was 
a big demonstration with the flags of 
Devrimci Sol and the portrait of Dursun 
Karata§. They presented the French em¬ 
bassy a text in which they said: „If you 
hurt Dursun Karata§, we will answer...” 
Furthermore in Greece, employees of the 
TV-station ,,902“ and the „902-FM” ra¬ 
dio station and the employees of the mag¬ 
azine ..Rizospastis”, signed a petition call¬ 
ing for the release of Dursun Karata§. The 
same day there was a demonstration in 
Brussels. A Press-conference was organ¬ 
ised in the Media-centre of the European 
Parliament. 

* September 19: In Koln (Germany) 
Devrimci Halk Gtigleri. hung a big ban¬ 
ner with a photo of Dursun Karata§ on a 
huge viaduct. ,T'reedom-fighter Dursun 
Karata§ must be released!” 

* September 21: Again in Germany, 
in Bonn, in front of the French consulate 
there was a demonstration. The police at¬ 
tacked the demonstration but did not man¬ 
age to arrest anybody. This could not pre¬ 
vent the demonstrators from handing ov er 
a statement to the consulate in which was 
stated: „If you do not release Dursun 
Karata§, this kind of actions will increase!” 

* September 22: In the USA, Work¬ 
ers World published an international call 
for solidarity with Dursun Karata§. 

* September 23: In Paris and Koln, 
many posters were spread and a lot of 
writings on the wall were produced. 

* September 24: Representative of the 
Green Party in French, Yves Crochet, sent 
a letter to the French Prime Minister, 
Balladur. He said, by judging Kurdish and 
Turkish militants, thee French govern¬ 
ment is judging itself. 

* September 27: Remy Auchede, par¬ 
liamentarian of the French Communist 
Party sent a protest-letter to the Ministr\^ 
of Internal affairs. 

* September 28: In Paris, a big dem¬ 
onstration was held at the Satre-square in 
the city-centre. Militants chained them¬ 
selves on a statue. 

* September 30: In Athens, Greece, 
twelve organisations from Turkey and 
Kurdistan, held a joined demonstration in 
front of the French Embassy. They burned 
a French flag. 

* October 18: In Berlin, 500 people 
made a demonstration for the release of 
the RAF-militant Irmgard Moller and 
Dursun Karata§. The demonstration end¬ 
ed in front of the Moabit-prison, were 
Moller is kept prison. ■ 
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World: 


International Solidarity 
with Dursun Karata§ 



B ii eside these expressing of 
anger and solidarity, thou¬ 
sands of posters were 
printed and spread. Flow¬ 
ers were places in front of the La Sante- 
prison in Paris every day. An Interna¬ 
tional committee for the release ofDur¬ 
sun Karata§ was founded in France. It 
consists ofMembers of France, Germa¬ 
ny, The Netherlands and England. They 
initiated a signature campaign. Dozens 
of revolutionary organisations from all 
over the world expressed their 
solidarity and demanded the im¬ 
mediate unconditionally release 
of Dursun Karata§... 

From Palestine: 

Essum, in the name of Islam¬ 
ic Jihad Movement of Palestine. 

Ebu Halit, in the name of Nation¬ 
al Liberation Movement Fatah. 
Communist Party of Syria. Pal¬ 
estinian Communist Party-Rev¬ 
olutionary. People’s Front for 
Liberation of Palestine-GC. Dr. 

Maher Taher, in the name of Peo¬ 
ple’s Front for Liberation of 
Palestine. Ahmet Cemal, in the 
name of Yekbun (Representation of Mid¬ 
dle East). The Kurdish Democratic Un¬ 
ion Party of Syrian. National Democrat¬ 
ic Front of South Korea. Hamit Eyiip, in 
the name of Communist Party of Iraq. 
Dr. Ahmet Musevi, in the name of The 
Comity for Defend of Human Rights of 
Iraq. Kerim El Zeburi, The Comity for 
Defend of Human Rights of Iraq. Gen¬ 
eral Abu Ahmet Fuat, in the name of Mil¬ 
itary Bureau of People’s Front for Lib¬ 
eration of Palestine. Youth Organiza¬ 
tion of Palestine. The Organization of 
National Committees of Palestine. Na¬ 
tional Youth of Palestine. Workers 
Committees of Palestine. Democratic 
Organization for Women of Palestine. 
Ibrahim Sadik and Captain Ferhan, in the 
name of Students Bureau of PFLP. Samir 
Hassan, in the name of Women Bureau 
of PFLP. The Popular Organizations of 
PFLP-GC. The Organization of Pro¬ 
gressive Youth. The Organization for 
Democratic Youth of Palestine. Moham¬ 


med Ammara, in the name of Students 
Bureau of Democratic Front for Liber¬ 
ation of Palestine. The Journal ”E1 He- 
def’. Dilshad, in the name of Group Hi- 
lat. Akram Kocher, in the name of Group 
Nuhilat. ShaheenBarzangee, in the name 
of Group Qamashli Helat. Ahmat Hu- 
seyeen, in the name of Group Zenubeey a. 
Daoud Talhami, Politburo member of 
Democratic Front for Liberation of Pal¬ 
estine, in the name of Press Bureau of 
DFLP. 


From Greece: 

President and vice-president of the 
Workers Union Confederation. The 
Movement for Political Rights and 
Freedom/Resistance Movement joined. 

From Germany: 

A. Beer, general secretary of the 
Greens. Wuppertal-department of the 
PDS. Bunde Liste. Evangelical Youth 
Centre Mannheim. Turkish Teachers 
Union of North Rhine West Falha. Rights 
For People Under Threat. Student un¬ 
ion of Darmstadt. University Student 
Union in the Ruhr-region. NRW-TOB 
Verband Tiirkischer Lehrer NRW e.V. 
Dortmund. Gefangeneninitiative e.V. 
Dortmund. Arbeitslosenzentrum e.V. 
Dortmund. Context GmbH Dortmund. 
Studentenschaft der TH Darmstadt. 
Gesellschaft fiir Bedrohte Volker 
Bozen-Siidtirol. ASTA der Ruhruniver- 
sitat Bochum Vorstand. Studenschaft Bo¬ 
chum an der Ruhruniversitat Bochum. 


Arbeitslosentreff Mannheim. EJM- 
Evang, Jugendwerk Mannheim. 
Tragerverein fiir ein Jugendzentrum in 
Selbstverwaltung e.V. Mannheim. S. 
Steinbom and M. Seelig, members of the 
Berlin Parliament. 

From Sweden: 

The Marxists Leninist Communist 
Party. 

From France: 

The Committee for Solidarity with 
Erich Honecker. CNT-postunion. 
MRAP (Committee against racism). 

From Austria: 

Vienna branch of the Green Party. 

From England: 

J. Corbyn and M. Watson, parhamen- 
tarians for the Labour Party. Suleyman 
Bilal, Secretariat of Pan-Africanist Stu¬ 
dents in Britain. John Platts, Lawyer, 
Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers. 
Eric Trevet, General Secretary, New 
Communist Party of Britain. Sayed 
Samer Ali, Pakistan Muslim League, 
Ex-Advisor to Chief Minister of Sindh. 
Mustag Lashari, Chairperson, Third 
World Solidarity, Labour Councillor of 
Kensington and Chelsea. Keith Bennett, 
Journalist, Pohtical Editor of Asian Times. 

From South America: 

The chairman of the Cuban Youth 
Communist Union. FMLN and FSLN 
representatives. Peru’s People Move¬ 
ment (MPP). 

Besides; The first president of Alge¬ 
ria, Bin Bella. The chairman of the Afro- 
Asian peoples solidarity-organisation. 
The Chairman of the Africa, Asia and 
Latin American Peoples Solidarity Move¬ 
ment. The representative of the Chilean 
Political Prisoners-Solidarity Committee. 
From Italy, P. Pioppi, the Editor of" Agen- 
zia di Informazione". 

Furthermore more many organiza¬ 
tion and thousands of people signed the 
petition.! 


‘ Les Vert* m^ntlenncnt. Monsieur le Premier MlnUtre, q 

^ . pas Bssez toerglquement loin i'en £aut, U cause des dro 
^ e/ d6ir<VTatie en Turquie et qu'en jugeant des militants tur 
^ce« V . 


’'■^ndults sur les dtemlns de la vlolenoc 



Dursun Karatas ne doit 

.„ui. 

he peop'Xe of Peru demand the French iBperialisttl'Bwiw*/ p**^*** 
diately DURSAN KARATAS fro"'he French dungeonsy»iMU"y«n 

AOi.l/KamUeri. 

TM-ura:u.a-c. E. - Ad,u.r 

ay s,«d S.i«r AH - 
C *AU»Uni • 

N«««i - AWcoi.. 

tell"' 


^SSEMB V®* 

Remy AUKHED^ 


pns ^ 
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Each people who fight for liberation create own leaders 

LEADERSHIP IS NOT GIVEN, 

IT IS CONQUERED 


L eadership is a historical fact. 

It is also a fact that, in cer¬ 
tain periods of class-strugg¬ 
le, revolutions were synony¬ 
mous with its leaders. This 
is not in contradiction with Marxism-Len- 
inist. In certain parts of history, some 
names jump to the mind, they detained the 
revolutionary process with their function. 

Marx, Lenin, Mao, Che, Cabral, Ho 
Chi Minh, Carpio, Stalin and Mahir Cay- 
an are examples of this. Nobody can see 
these names apart from the revolutions in 
their countries. Nobody can write history 
without leaders. That is an objective fact. 
We have to emphasise a specific point. It 
is not the point to make fetish or heroes 
of these leaders. What it is about, is their 
important role in critical times, also in 
their organisations. All the important 
events and changes in history, occurred 
because of the intervening and shaping 
role of leaders. Leadership is a mission. 
Leaders cany this mission. Because of the 
role of these people in special and critical 
periods, these people get a special posi¬ 
tion in the practice and inside the revolu¬ 
tionary organisation. 

In this article we will go in on the spe¬ 
cific characteristics of leaders, who deter¬ 
mined and put their stamp on a period in 
time. Furthermore we will write about their 
function and their special mission. 

Above all, leaders stand above the 
given objective situation, they do not give 
in. Determination, self-sacrificing, believe 
and giving themselves completely to the 
revolution, when these characteristics 
meet with what we wrote above, only than 
leadership can evolve. When these de¬ 
mands are not met, maybe it is possible 
to talk about ‘‘governors”, but certainly 
not about “leaders”. An organisation with¬ 
out real leadership rune behind the reali¬ 
ty on which it has no grip. As a result, 
she becomes passive. They cannot become 
the avant-garde in the reshaping of the 


society. There have been many examples 
of this in history. At this pint I can deep¬ 
en the subject: Leadership is not only a 
governing institute, it is capable of chang¬ 
ing and shaping the reality and in details 
far ahead of its time, it emancipates the 
people to leaders. 

The times, in which leadership rises 
and is being determined, are the most 
hurtful and critical periods. Leaders ap¬ 
pear in times of change, when the bal¬ 
ance of power is crack¬ 
ing, when the move¬ 
ment is under serious at¬ 
tacks from the outside 
and the inside. Leaders 
are accepted only by the 
masses, if they are ca¬ 
pable of standing these 
circumstances. 

Of course it is very 
difficult to achieve this. 

It demands to think big, 
to overcome serious 
problems and demands 
to be able to take great 
risks. It even can mean 
being “alone” or just 
with “a hand full” of 
people. In the history of revolutions, there 
are many examples of this. In the Soviet- 
Union, China, Vietnam, etc. especially in 
the times of defeat, the peoples’ leaders 
resisted deviation and harsh attacks. The 
march towards revolution and the perspec¬ 
tive of taking over the power is uphold by 
the initiative of leaders. 

This also shows that leadership is riot 
given by a coup d’etat or by elections. 
Leadership is developed in and by the 
struggle it selves. In other words: Of 
course leadership is a position and a mech¬ 
anism. However, it is not a position and 
mechanism gained with theory only. It is 
not important how many people play the 
leadership role. What counts is, if it plays 
its role adequate. Sometimes, the function 


of leadership is played by a single per¬ 
son, sometimes by a few and sometimes 
by many persons. At a certain point in 
the Soviet-revolution, the leadership-role 
was taken by Lenin. In Cuba, this was 
done by Castro. Is this something that de¬ 
nies collectivism and dividing? The clear 
answer is no. It can decay to this when 
the role of the institute of leadership is 
not understood properly, when leadership 
is led by greed and acts against the needs 
of the people, when the 
interest of the organisa¬ 
tion -thus the road to¬ 
wards liberation - is de¬ 
nied, the demagogy of 
“individual freedom” is 
allowed. 

The existence, the 
institutionalisation, the 
global acceptance of the 
leadership, the political 
line of the movement 
united with its leaders, 
all of this is not just 
build because we want 
it, it is a reality of the 
class war. This does not 
reject collectivism. On 
the contrary, it is a result of collectivism 
it selves. It also plays a determinant role 
in the broadening of collectivism. 

Leadership is most often attacked, 
from the inside and from the outside, with 
psychological and physical means, to 
weaken and to exterminate its role and 
its mission in developing the future. A 
leader is a symbol of discipline and initi¬ 
ative, who, without failing walks a road 
with many dangers on both sides, who step 
by step builds the future in the interest of 
the people and the revolution by hard la¬ 
bour and patience. Leaders are people who 
identify themselves with the legitimacy 
and the righteousness of the working 
class. They possess the most beautiful 
characteristics of working people They are 
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the guarantee for revolution and represent 
the moral, seriousness and prestige of the 
revolutionary organisation. It is obvious 
that our leadership must go through much 
harder processes than the leaders before. 

The socialistic block has broke down, 
causing the deep demorahsation of the left 
in the rest of the world. This brings new 
tasks for the leadership. This is a period 
in which not only revolutionary and pa¬ 



triotic organisations, but also whole so¬ 
cialistic countries, give in one by one, The 
leadership who did not rely on its own 
strength, leant on ‘‘higher powers”, gave 
in their weapons. Betrayal and surrender 
is the most common attitude this period. 
On the other hand, imperialism, to be¬ 
come the only power in the world, has 
attacked all the peoples in the world. Im¬ 
perialism attacks the countries and organ¬ 
isation who stand behind socialism. She 
also, with the help of technological means, 
uses the propaganda of “socialism is 
dead”. She tries to bring the whole world- 
community on its knees and to psycho¬ 
logical destroy it completely. 

To weaken the lies and demagogues 
of imperialism, to continuously keep the 
resistance going on, to give the people 
hope and to resist, in the situation as we 
painted above which is worsening every¬ 
day, costs great efforts. Particularly to stick 
to the ideological political line, not to 
deviate, to preserve and to develop the 
organisational existence, to continue the 
war, is very difficult. Furthermore, one of 
the most difficult tasks of this period ex¬ 
ists of the removal of the complots of the 
forces in our own ranks who, infected by 
as mentioned above, are the flagholders 
of defeat and aim at the liquidation of our 
organisation and our struggle To contin¬ 
ue the revolution is the toughest and most 
important task. 

To overcome this period with its dif¬ 
ficulties, iron initiative and discipline and 
an attitude of without reservation, giving 
one self completely for the people, revo¬ 
lution and socialism, are necessaries. 


Our leader has achieved this. He dis¬ 
tinguished himself. In this period, he pre¬ 
served a socialist-fighter-new human 
identity. He played an avant-garde role in 
our organisation by giving live to this spir¬ 
it. He also managed to convert every nega¬ 
tivity into a positive perspective. Through 
this, he not only blockaded every imperial¬ 
istic aggression at every level, he managed 
to win new victories in this period. 

In this sense it is important that the 
live of Soviet leader Stalin is analysed. 
They, who do not understand that the pro¬ 
tection of Stalin is synonymous is to the 
protection of the Soviet revolution, one 
of the most important victories of the peo¬ 
ples in the world and the defence of so¬ 
cialism, are the succeeders of imperial¬ 
ism inside the left. They are the ideolo¬ 
gies of the imperialistic, ideological, dem¬ 
agogical bombardment. 

The iron initiative, discipline and loy¬ 
alty on socialism of Stalin, has rebuild a 
society that was ruined almost complete¬ 
ly. This in such a way, it forced imperial¬ 
ism and Nazi Germany to hoist the white 
flag. This fact must be studied very good. 

This great example of revolutionary 
leadership has proven the importance of 
the problem of leadership. It also shows 
how often and ruthless the mission of lead¬ 
ership and its function in periods of 
change and transformation is tested. 

This is the reason, imperialism and 
its accomplices, versatile¬ 
ly attack the revolutionary 
leaders. Imperialism tries 
to present leaders who 
died apart from their rev¬ 
olutionary contents and 
the characteristics that 
made them leaders. The 
tactics against leaders who 
are still alive consists of 
destroying their prestige 
by telling lies and false ac¬ 
cusations and of completes to bring them 
down. The most effective and sly method 
is the ideological dimension of the attacks. 
Therefore imperialism mostly uses slo¬ 
gans like: “individual freedom”, “break 
the idols”, ‘do not make idols out of indi¬ 
viduals”, “No against the new gods.” In 
this way, they try to break the trust and 
conviction of the base in its leaders. The 
next link the chain of attacks is to deny 
authority, principles and rules. All these 
efforts aim at injecting unorganisational 
ideas in the masses. Therefore we have to 
determinantly build barricades against 


these attacks, by 
jointly dependence 
of the organisa¬ 
tion, leadership 
and revolution. 

In the reality 
of the DHKP-C 
(Revolutionary Peoples Liberation Party- 
Front), the leadership and the cadres a 
non-dividable unity. In the history of our 
revolutionary movement, all pursued pol¬ 
itics and tactics are offered by the leader¬ 
ship to the cadres, broadly discussed and 
analysed so it gets its finally form and gets 
carried out. Participation, frank discus¬ 
sion, fraternising trust, these are the fun¬ 
damental characteristics of our period of 
struggle. 

Of course leaders are not perfect peo¬ 
ple, who never make a mistake Like stat¬ 
ed in an article of 1989 of comrade Gen¬ 
eral Secretary of the DHKP-C, Dursun 
Karata§, submitted to the cadres: 

“...7 am a human being who knows 
grief, joy, feelings, mistakes and short¬ 
comings Mystification, idealisation must 
be rejected. You have to tread the leader¬ 
ship like human beings. ” 

The DHKP cadres have united with 
and embraced their leaders with their crit¬ 
ics, proposals and political productivity. 
Every cadre prepares it selves as a leader 
He or she has a leadership mission in its 
own sector. In this way, the leadership is 
broadened towards the 
masses. 

What we want to de¬ 
clare, what we tried to il¬ 
lustrate in this article is 
the fact that, our com¬ 
rade, leader and com¬ 
mander Dursun Karata§, 
who is been held captive 
by the French imperial¬ 
ists, has managed to be¬ 
come a soldier as well as 
a commander. This, due to his capability, 
his personal character, productivity and 
creativity. He has managed to pass these 
qualities on to our organisation. Because 
of this, despite the fact of his captivity, 
our organisation and our struggle contin¬ 
ues. Besides, the consciousness to protect 
our organisation, our leader and our rev¬ 
olution has grown, our hate against our 
enemy is enlarged. That we repeatedly 
stated before: the triangle leader-organi¬ 
sation-war is successfully consolidated. 
We will crown these facts with the 
revolution. ■ 
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Devrimci Sol marches towards reuolution armed with the Party and the Front 


WE WILL SHOCK THE WORLD AGAIN 

FROM TURKEY! 


On 30 March 1994, at the founding congress of Its party, Devrimci Sol took the name 


^Revolutionary People's Liberation Party-Front" (DHKP-C) 

Devrimci Sol is the DHKP-C 
The DHKP-C is Devrimci Sol 

•U ™^*1*^** *** »»*he refoundation of a force built on the sure base of 

*® revolution In the resistance manifesto which it published In 
fWl. The historical process which linhs the THKM with the DHKM In resistance, heroism, sel^sacrlflce 
drenched In the blood of hundreds of martyrs is the history of Devrimci Sol. 

Devrimci Sol has represented the heritage of the THKM, which Is Its revolutionary practice, with 
onour arid with glory. It has become the people's movement of Imperialist and their collaborators nlgh^ 
nwios. Today; with the strength we have gained from Devrimci Sol and drawn from our history we carry 


- - — -—IIWIH WHI IllWtl 

the weapon of our Party and our Front Into a new phase of our march towards state power. 



Today our countiy is experiencing the complete decay of 
the distorted politics, morals and economy of the exploitative 
system set up by world imperialism and its local collaborators. 
In order to hinder the developing popular opposition and revo- 
lutionaiy struggle, the ruling classes are resorting to policies of 
terror and massacre scarcely seen in the world. Every day, doz¬ 
ens of revolutionaries and patriots are murdered by fascist state 
forces, while in the mountains. In the cities and in the ongoing 
blood bath in the torture chambers practically unheard-of crimes 
crowd in upon each other, \dllages and forests are razed; thou¬ 
sands of peasants are driven off their lands and out of their 
homes and rounded up in concentration camps. Almost every 
day, the state clamps down on unions, workers associations, 
publishers and the press, ransacking their offices and torturing 
those who are arrested. The thousands of revolutionaries and 
patriots who are condemned to state dungeons are subjected to 
constant abuse and torture. At the same time, almost every day 


conditions, the ruling oligarchy is again and again thrown into 
situations which it caimot control, while the popular masses ate 
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representatives of the ruling class find themselves embroiled in 
yet another corruption scandal, outrage against public morals 
or sordid bribery incident. All too many of the highest authori¬ 
ties in the state, including the Prime Minister and the Presi¬ 
dent, are hand in glove with the Mafia bosses, and up to their 
necks in bribery and corruption. 

In short, every aspect of this society is rotten, and the social 
order is in its death-throes. Our country is quite simply on the 
eve of a revolution. The popular masses are demanding a stop 
to this barbarity and searching for a new way of liberation, a 
new way of hope. The name of this hope is the DHKP-C (Rev¬ 
olutionary People’s Liberation Party and its Front). 


guerilla units in the countryside and in the cities, and have cre¬ 
ated a popular movement which is organised on every level. We 
have grown, we have developed, we have become experienced. 
And we have founded our Party. 

We have built our Party through struggle, we will come to 
victory through struggle. Uniting the people under the banner 
of our Party, we will wage this war with ever greater strength 
until we bring them to final victory. 

Our Party's Ultimate Goal: Our Party is a Marxist-Len- 
inist Party. Its ultimate goal is the foundation of a society with¬ 
out classes or exploitation. 


WE WILL IVIAKE AN END OF THIS HISTORY 

BY RELYING ON OUR PEOPLE 

Our Party recognises that neither rebelling against exploi¬ 
tation and tyrarmy nor struggling for democracy, freedom and 
justice is merely a right. It is a sacred duty. There is no alterna¬ 
tive but to destroy by force the state which is ruled by fascist 
terror and armed force. Today, our party is waging a guerilla 
war in our countryside and in our cities, with the perspective of 
a united Revolutionary War. The current stage of this guerilla 
war is a vanguard conflict, the first phase of the people’s war 
led by the Armed Propaganda Units together with the Revolu¬ 
tionary People’s Liberation Front, under the command of our 
Party. This vanguard conflict has a number of important goals. 

First, it must lay low the politics of fascism and destroy the 
enemy physically and psychologically, exposing him mercilessly. 
Then, it must develop our people’s revolutionary dynamism, 
ensuring that it understands its own interests and acts upon 
them with its full strength. Finally, it must ensure that our Par¬ 
ty develops as a centre of attraction, bringing the working masses 
under the banner of the Front and the Party and forging them 
into a guerilla army. 


WE HAVE BUILT OUR PARTY THROUGH STRUGGLE 

WE WILL COA/IE TO VICTORY THROUGH STRUGGLE 

We are the liberation movement of the Turks, the Kurds, 
the Arabs, the Circassians, the Laz, the Georgians -of the work¬ 
ing people of all the national communities of Turk^ and Kurdis¬ 
tan. We are not a party built by deals in smoke-filled rooms or 
political horsetrading. We were born in battle, on tlie field of 
battle. All the peoples of Turkey and of the world are witness to 
how and why we have fought. For the 16 years during which we 
waged war under the banner of Devrimci Sol we have been a 
beacon of hope and a pillar of justice. 

We have been the voice of freedom, raised in anger against 
exploitation, injustice and fascism. We were the resistance in 
the dungeons of the coup of 12 September 1980. We have passed 
through the hoops of fire of tortures and massacres. We have 
emerged from every test of our strength more steadfast than 
before. We have made known our beliefs, our indissoluble links 
with the people and our undying commitment to our cause by 
writing them in blood on the walls. We have lost many martyrs, 
and we have written many names in the annals of heroism. 
Despite all attempts to hinder us, we have raised our armed 


What Kind of Revolution Do We Want Today: Our 

revolution will have an antiimperialist and anti-oligarchical char¬ 
acter. Our current goal is the Revolutionary Popular Rule, which 
brings together all popular forces under the hegemony of the 
working class in opposition to imperialism and oligarchy. The 
Revolutionary Popular Rule is a form of state power which aims to 
bring about independence, democracy and undiluted sociahsm. 

The Way to Liberation: Our party believes that the rule 
of imperialism and oligarchy can be overthrown and the peo¬ 
ple’s liberation brought about only by armed struggle. Our Par¬ 
ty’s strategy, the Strategy of the People’s War, draws its strength 
directly from working people. In the conditions which prevail 
in our country, this strategy of People’s War has certain advan¬ 
tages over a traditional strategy, and it leads to ultimate victory 
through a succession of stages. Our strategy does not follow the 
classic model in which forces in the countryside surround the 
cities -rather it adopts a perspective of a United Revolutionary 
War involving both the cities and the countryside at once. The 
first phase of our war will be a vanguard struggle, build on the 
basis of armed propaganda. Growing out of the vanguard struggle 
will come a guerilla war, in which the guerilla army will grow 
and spread out across the country. This emerging force will link 
in with people’s movements and local rebellions to forge a peo¬ 
ple’s army, and the people’s army will eventually raise an all- 
out rebellion which will bring down the oligarchic state and 
lead to the ultimate victory in which the Revolutionary People's 
Power will be established. Our Party designates this popular 
rule particular form of revolutionary struggle, particular to our 
country, as a Strategy of Politicised Military War. At the same 
time as waging this struggle, other battles are fought, to win for 
the popular masses their everyday, democratic rights and de¬ 
mands. All of these are included in our strategy. 

Through this strategy, our Party continues to raise the strugg¬ 
le, in the full knowledge that ultimate victory is impossible with¬ 
out waging relentless war against every force which opposes rev¬ 
olution and sociahsm. 

The Classes and Layers of the People Who have 
an Interest In Our Revolution are: The working class 
of the Kurdish nation and of all other national groups in 
our country, the poor and middle peasants, all working peo¬ 
ple, the small producers in the countryside and in the towns, 
small tradesmen, artisans, public officials, students, intel¬ 
lectuals, and everyone who has not lost his national val¬ 
ues, who longs to live in a country which is independent 
among people who are free, who opposes exploitation and 
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tyranny. In its struggle to bring about the Revolutionary Peo¬ 
ple's power Our Party relies on these forces. 

External Forces Supporting the Revolution: Our 

revolution is at once a Middle Eastern, a West Asian and a 
Balkan revolution. The working people of these regions and 
the proletariat of the rest of the world, revolutionary-demo¬ 
cratic forces, social liberation struggles and socialist move¬ 
ments dedicated to the destruction of revisionism are all 
comrades and allies of our revolution. 


THE DUTIES OF 

THE REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S POWER 


Political: 

✓ Abolishing every organ and institution of the oligarchy’s 
fascist state machine and allowing the people to rule themselves 
at every level, choosing, supervising and recalling their repre¬ 
sentatives, founding a new kind of state on the basis of People's 
Democracy. 

✓ Removing every obstacle which stands in the way of the 
people organising its own forces on the professional, cultural, 
social and political level. 

✓ Punishing torturers, tyrants, exploiters, counter-revolu¬ 
tionaries and allowing no freedom of action to enemies of the 
revolution. 

✓ Destroying the old fascist army and all other security 
forces and arming the people to build a new Revolutionary Peo¬ 
ple’s Army. 

✓ Breaking off all international links set up by the exploit¬ 
ing classes and following an internationalist policy of solidari¬ 
ty and the brotherhood of peoples. Abandoning unprincipled, 
opportunist policies and adopting a policy of unconditional and 
unreserved support for all the socialist and antiimperialist pop¬ 
ular movements in the world. 

^ Allowing the Kurdish nation to exercise its national iden¬ 
tity freely, determining its own destiny and development. 

✓ Abolishing the old judicial system and founded a demo¬ 
cratic justice system based on popular participation. 

Economic. 

✓ The basic economic goal of our revolution is to end the 
rule of imperialism and oligarchy and to harness the nation’s 
resources for the welfare of the people. All the assets of the 
imperialists and oligarchy will be nationalised. All links with 
organs of imperialist exploitation will be cut off and all out¬ 
standing debts with them will be unilaterally cancelled. The 
supervision of the nationalised economic units will be placed in 
the hands of the proletariat. Small-scale production will be 
streamlined to the requirements of the planned economy. Ex¬ 
ternal trade will be under the supervision of people's power. 
Production will be plaimed to give priority to heavy industry 
and to ensure the happiness and welfare of the people. The char¬ 
acter of socialism will be stamped firmly on every aspect of 
economic life during this process. 

✓ All land will be nationalised. Large estates will be ex¬ 
propriated and every vestige of feudalism, sharecropping and 
tenancy will be abolished. The capitalist agribusiness will be 
expropriated and placed under rural proletarian supervision. 


Landless peasants will be given plots, debts to exploiters will be 
wiped out and a wideranging land reform will aim at collectiv¬ 
ising, productivising and assisting the national economy. 

✓ All resources both above and below ground will be placed 
under the supervision of Revolutionary People's Power. 

✓ The despoiling of our country’s natural beauty will be 
stopped and programmes to protect it will be advanced. 

Social: 

✓ Employers’ Unions and Associations will be baimed and 
lockouts will be made illegal. The proletariat will direct and 
supervise the production and distribution of all places of pro¬ 
duction. The rights to strike, job security and a fair wage wiU be 
assured. 

✓ Every step will be taken to ensure that nothing stands in 
the way of the workers in their bid to end exploitation. 

✓ Support will be given to the urban and rural small pro¬ 
ducers, to those intellectuals who are of practical use to the 
people and to the self-employed. 

✓ Every step will be taken to ensure that in politics, in 
production, and in education, the youth which represents our 
society’s future will grow up to be productive, dynamic, patriot¬ 
ic and internationalist revolutionaries. 

✓ We will end women’s status as second-class citizens, un¬ 
waged house slaves, sexual commodities, and advertising fod¬ 
der. We will fight against all opinions and traditional links which 
hinder the liberation and development of women, and will sup¬ 
port the organisation and the struggle of women. 

✓ The old education system will be abolished and replaced 
by a democratic, free, universal system which supports produc¬ 
tion. An education policy which accelerates social and political 
development and aims to create socialist individuals with be 
followed. The universities will flourish as cities of each science 
and culture, and they will be reorganised on an open and dem¬ 
ocratic basis. 

✓ No sacrifice will be spared to solve the people’s health 
problems. Health services will be reconstructed on a basis which 
is free, universal and geared to the real health needs of the peo¬ 
ple. 

✓ Sports and cultural activities will be socialised, and all 
habits and traditions which have arisen imder imperialism and 
its exploitation will be eradicated. 

✓ The people’s religious beliefs will be respected, but all 
organisations seeking to harness these beliefs against the revo¬ 
lution will be closed down. 

✓ The memory of our revolution’s martyrs will live with us 
always and the immortal value of their self-sacrifice and cour¬ 
age will be preserved in the people’s consciousness forever. 
Future generations will be raised in an understanding of the 
respect due to the martyrs who have fallen in the struggle. The 
families and children of martyrs will be the responsibility of the 
Revolutionary People's Power and all necessary measures will 
be taken to ensure their quality of life. 

WAR UNTIL LIBERATION! 

DHKP-C 

Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party-Front 
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Uniting the people under the banner of our Party 

WE WILL WAGE THIS WAR WITH EVER GREATER 
STRENGTH UNTIL WE BRING THEM TO FINAL VICTORY 


^ GueHUa Warfan 

It is the people who are waging the 
guerilla war. Our aim is to continue to 
build up the guerilla army, the vanguard 
element of the people, and to transform 
the people itself into a guerilla army. Our 
cities; Kurdistan; the Black Sea; the Med¬ 
iterranean; the Aegean mountains -the 
entire country is our Party’s battlefield. 
Our Party is the only force capable of car¬ 
rying out guerilla attacks throughout the 
entire country. The activities of the Revo¬ 
lutionary People’s Liberation Front are 
legendary - its line of action is never to 
endanger the people, even at great risk to 
itself, but it has consistently shown its 
courage and skill by striking successfully 
at enemy targets which were considered 
‘impossible’. Our guerilla forces strike, 
in one day, at a dozen police stations, at 
generals in the high command of the 
counterguerilla campaign, at the Prime 
Minister and other ministers, at Chiefs of 
Police and CIA agents, who all swell the 
list of those on whom we bring down the 
fist of the people’s justice. If we are sur¬ 
rounded by state security forces. We fight 
on for 8 hours, for ten, to the last bullet, 
with our banner flying and the slogans of 
socialism our lips, writing the name of 
our organisation in our own blood on the 
walls, defending the revolutionary tradi¬ 
tion in the name of all the revolutionary 
liberation forces in the world. 

^ Our MU ma 

Our people demands justice against 
the fascist terror which threatens every¬ 
thing its has, including its property and 
its very life. It longs to defend its dignity. 
Our armed militia is the local organisa¬ 
tion which answers this popular need. It 
is drawn from the youth and the workers 
of the proletarian quarters in the cities, 
and from the peasantry in the countryside 
who have been organised by out gueril¬ 
las. Despite its short history, our militia 
is today striking blow upon blow against 
fascism. It has become an important force, 
nourishing the guerilla war and helping 
us raise our battle strength. Oppressors, 
exploiters and enemies of the people all 


feel our militia’s weapons of popular jus¬ 
tice on the nape of their necks. 

^ PuMIcatlonGCommunleatlon 

We have always done what we have 
argued for, and argued for what we have 
done. In our entire history, there is not a 
single thing which we argued for and did 
not carry out in practice; nor is there a 
single thing which we carried out in prac¬ 
tice and did not defend publicly. This tra¬ 
dition of revolutionary practice is the guid¬ 
ing principle of our revolutionary publi¬ 
cations. Our party’s official organ is the 
illegally-published Devrimci Sol review. 
Party and Front bulletins are also illegal¬ 
ly published declaring our attitudes to¬ 
wards daily developments and aimounc- 
ing our armed operations to the public. In 
addition, we have a number of legal publi¬ 
cations, including a weekly with a circu¬ 
lation of 20 000, as well as newspapers 
and magazines published in the shanties, 
for young people, about culture and for 
workers. Alongside some 20 regional 
newspapers in Anatolia, we also publish 
materials abroad in English, Arabic, Ger¬ 
man and Greek which echo our Party’s 
voice overseas. Our revolutionary publi¬ 
cations will continue to be the voice of 
the people’s liberation struggle, explain¬ 
ing and defending revolutionary truths 
with militancy, exposing fascism and 
speaking out for the needs of the people. 

^ Workers 

The hands which build our Party and 
our Front, and bring our revolution to vic¬ 
tory, will be the hands of producers. In its 
work within the working class, our Party 
goes under the name of The Revolution¬ 
ary Workers’ Movement’. For 16 years the 
Revolutionary Workers’ Movement has 
been in the forefront of strikes and mass 
protests, punishing the enemies of the peo¬ 
ple with revolutionary violence, and has 
been a widely-respected and genuine mass 
organisation. Today, the Movement has 
workplace committees, strike support 
committees, militias, a variety of unions 
and associations, as well as publications 
which provide direction to the workers. 


All of these bring together the working 
class in a closely-organised mass force in 
every city, a force which has risen to take 
the lead in militant action and resistance. 

^ Youth 

Our Party’s youth organisation is 
Dev-Geng (Revolutionary Youth). For 25 
years it has been the only militant mass 
organisation for the youth of our country. 
The hundreds of martyrs and thousands 
of prisoners it has given in its struggle 
have erected a proud monument in the 
hearts and minds of our people. Today 
Dev-Geng has legal publishing organs, a 
Federation of Student Associations, Fac¬ 
ulty and Student Associations and Com¬ 
mittees for the Struggle for Democratic 
Secondary Schools. All these legal mass 
organisations work together with our un¬ 
derground organisations, the militias, the 
illegal committees and our Secondary 
School Dev-Geng branches, which bring 
together the youth in secondary schools 
under their umbrella. All of these organ¬ 
isations continue to raise the youth of our 
country to leadership. Our party is the par¬ 
ty of the future, and our youth is our fu¬ 
ture. This means that it is our youth who 
will be the future of a country dominated 
by imperialism and fascism, that it will 
be the defender of our independence and 
freedom, our People’s Liberation Army. 

^ Kurdistan 

Our Party gathers together in its 
ranks people from every one of our na¬ 
tionalities as ordinary members, as fight¬ 
ers or as cadres. We are Turks, Kurds, 
Laz, Circassians, Georgians and Arabs. 
Our Party represents the labouring class¬ 
es of every nation on our soil and fights 
for their collective liberation. All of Tur¬ 
key and Kurdistan is our revolutionary 
battlefield. In Kurdistan, our guerilla 
units and mass forces shoulder the full 
burden of the war to expunge the imperi¬ 
alism which enchains our people and the 
fascist state machine which collaborates 
with it from our soil finally and comple¬ 
tely. We have defended a national iden¬ 
tity neither stained by imperialism nor 
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limited to a narrow nationalism. Anato¬ 
lia is a rich mosaic of peoples, and we 
represent in all of them a longing for so¬ 
cial liberation and a national identity 
which struggles against imperialism and 
all forms of enslavement. Today we carry 
forward, in a revolutionary way, the battle 
for the national identity of the Kurdish peo¬ 
ple, struggling to assert its right to live 
freely with its own identity in their face of 
attempts to annihilate it with massacres. 

► Prisons 

Our country’s prisons are renowned 
for the torture carried out to intimidate 
revolutionary prisoners into surrender. 
But there is no power which take them 
surrender their hearts and minds. Under 
conditions of imprisonment, our struggle 
is to defend our political identity and our 
revolutionary honour, to resist fascist ter¬ 
ror and by all means possible to support 
our people’s struggle and to organize rev¬ 
olutionary activity. Our Party has a histo¬ 
ry of struggle in prison which is a model 
to the entire world. In the course of this 
history, which has publicly defied all 
forms of intimidation and torture of the 
ruling class, our Party has organised 
countless hunger strikes and many other 
forms of resistance as well as break-outs 
which have amazed and terrified the rul¬ 
ing class. The high point of this history is 
the 1984 hunger strike in the Istanbul pris¬ 
ons, which lasted 75 days and cost the 
lives of 3 martyrs. Today, hundreds of our 
Party’s militants, cadres, fighters and sym¬ 
pathisers find themselves in the prisons 
of the ruling class. All of our imprisoned 
comrades continue to forge new links in 
our revolutionary tradition through their 
close contact with events in society, their 
boldness and their daring. 

^ Jlgrlculturol Workors and 

Labouring Villagers 

Since the 1970s our Party has become 
part of the consciousness of rural work¬ 
ers through the mass protests it has led 
against exploitation and through antifas¬ 
cist struggles. Today, it is the guerilla forc¬ 
es which are taking and shaping it into a 
force capable of taking power. The steps 
we have taken to found democratic organ¬ 
isations for cotton, hazelnut and tea work¬ 
ers and the other organisations we have 
founded bring the organised masses to¬ 
gether with the guerillas in one struggle 
and forge them into a force that cannot be 
shattered. Our Party calls for land, free¬ 


dom and liberation for the landless peas¬ 
ants, for the agricultural workers and 
small producers doomed to a life of mis¬ 
ery under exploitation, for the Kurdish 
peasants whose villages are bombed, 
razed and obliterated. Nothing can stop 
our Party from leading Anatolia and its 
people to victory. 

^ Organisations for the Defense 

of Demesratk RIghts-Famllles 

ofMartyrs and Prisoners 

The democratic struggle is a struggle 
for defence of our own legality and our 
own rights. At the same time it is a bit¬ 
ter, tooth and nail battle. All of our legal 
organisations are thrown into this strugg¬ 
le, striving to win our rights and free¬ 
doms and to lead the revolutionary peo¬ 
ple’s movement. In every comer of our 
country, we organise events in which our 
associations of lawyers, joumahsts, archi¬ 
tects, engineers, artists and teachers join 
with the famihes of our martyrs and pris¬ 
oners in the face-to-face stmggle for le- 
gahty against our enemies. Tens of tho¬ 
usands of people have learned that the se¬ 
cret of strength lies in this movement, and 
are firmly resolved to fight openly against 
an intolerable enemy which has no law 
other than tyrarmy, fighting tremendous 
battles even to win a small victory. 

^ Public Employees 

Public sector workers share the same 
longing as all other workers to live in a 
country free from exploitation and hu¬ 
miliation. Our future, our dignity, is our 
freedom. We will win our own fixture by 
drawing together the power of all the 
workers, and by stmggling together. Our 
party is working under extremely diffi¬ 
cult conditions, and considers state bu¬ 
reaucrats to be the latter-day Jartissaries 
of the regime. We call upon the nullions 
of public sector workers, who are forbid¬ 
den to unionise at all, to unite xmder the 
banner of our party and xmder the lead¬ 
ership of our Revolutionary Civil Serv¬ 
ants Movement. 

^ The Cultural and 

^Jtlstlc Front 

The revolutionary artist is one who 
works within a political organisation. 
Our roots nourish the rich accumulated 
culture of our people. We are carrying 
this heritage forward into the future. Our 
revolutionary artistic front, with its mu¬ 
sic, theatre, photography, cinema, hu¬ 


mour and art exhibitions remains. Despite 
prisons and tortures, full of the Joy of 
stmggle and the certainty of Victory. 

In a coxmtry such as ours, with such a 
rich cultural abimdance, it is a great hon¬ 
our for us to make a heartfelt and unifying 
call upon all our peoples who long for fra¬ 
ternity and liberation. 

^ Women 

Today, women comrades make up a 
large part of our fighters as well as of our 
leading cadres. They stand in the front rank 
of our mass demonstrations, they coura¬ 
geously resist the tortures of our enemies, 
they have experience of the most daring 
battles; the heroism of their actions under 
siege has written their names in history. 
These women carry their revolutionary 
message to their comrades and to all the 
women of the world to their last living 
breath. With their vanguard consciousness, 
they have won for themselves a place in 
our front rank. Out stmggle calls for the 
participation of all women-w orkers, peas¬ 
ants, public servants and housewives. 

^ The Shanties and 

Working People's Quarters 

The outlying areas of our great cities 
are a great force, encircling our enemy 
With the people’s revolutionary anger. No 
enemy can possibly withstand the strength 
and organised force which comprises the 
eyes, ears, arms and minds of hundreds of 
thousands of urban workers. The security 
of the working class districts is the peo¬ 
ple’s committees and the militia organisa¬ 
tions. Of course, our people’s security can 
never be complete without the ultimate 
defeat of our exploiters. Our exploiters shed 
our blood, raze our houses and steal our 
bread. 

We in turn must weave a web of traps 
through our exploiters’ houses and streets 
as the core of our resistance. 

^ Behind the Front 

Our overseas organisations are part of 
the world’s popular liberation forces and 
of the network of international solidariu. 
Our organisations in the Middle East and 
Europe play a role essentially in strength¬ 
ening our front from the rear. Our organi¬ 
sation, even organised guerilla camp edu¬ 
cation in the Middle East at one time. Our 
aim is to mount a campaign from the rear 
which gives strength to the front in logis¬ 
tics, propaganda, education, internation¬ 
alism and in every other possible way. ■ 
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Devriinci Sil which was arganised in 1971 has 
inrned inta the RewaiuUanary Peapie's lihcraiian 
Party an March 30,1994 at the Party Faunding 
Cangrass. lha iaiiawing tait is the iirst 
nawshuiiatin at Rawatntianary Paapte's liberatian 
Party that is pubtished an 7tb Octaher.1994. 


The rood to vidory is the rood of tho 
Revolutionary Poople's Liborotion Parly!' 


OUR PEOPLE! 

KURDISH AND TURKISH WORKERS! 

WORKING PEOPLE OF ALL NATIONS, 

TURKISH, KURDISH, ARAB, CIRCASSIAN, 

GEORGIAN, LAZ, AZERI! 

THE KURDISH AND TURKISH NATIONS! 

INTELLECTUALS, DEMOCRATS, 

PROGRESSIVE PEOPLE! 

PATRIOTIC SOLDIERS! 

ALL PATRIOTS! 

These cogs have been turning for a thousand years. 

These are the cogs of exploitation and oppression. 

These are the cogs of the state, where those who live 
through their sweat and labour are exploited, where op¬ 
pression is ever-present, where hundreds of thousands of 
working people are killed by hunger, poverty, plagues, ex¬ 
ile and wars. These cogs have turned without changing for 
a thousand years. Only the those who rule change. What 



they have in common is that they are cruel and they ex¬ 
ploit. These people have appeared as landlords, sultans, 
merchants, tribal leaders, collaborators of imperialism, 
industrialists, large land owners. The order has always been 
the same. There are those who rule and those who are 
ruled... Those who exploit and those who are exploited... 
Those who oppress and the oppressed. This rule has never 
changed. Those who rule have never been satisfied. It has 
been their nature to oppress in order to get more profit. 


more land, more exploitation. The people who are ruled have 
always resisted this exploitation and oppression, quietly or 
loudly, openly or secretly; they have always fought to live in 
a human way. It is always the people who are in plagues, 
wars, poverty. It is they who die. Hundreds of thousands have 
been sent to war to die. People who have lived in brother¬ 
hood for centuries have been turned into enemies only in 
order to expand the fields of exploitation and domination of 
the rulers. To such an extent that history has become a proc¬ 
ess shaped with the blood of our peoples. This order which 
does not value hmnans and puts the people through the ago¬ 
nies of hell has left such marks on the people’s memory that 
people say of those days “May God never show us such days 
again”. 

Nothing much has changed since the days when Otto¬ 
man sultans used looting, pillaging, exploitation and oppres¬ 
sion, drove people into killing each other, created enmities 
between rehgions and sects, in order to expand their domains. 

The founders of the Turkish Republic set out in the name 
of freedom, in the name of an independent cormtry and used 
the people’s patriotism, religious feelings and values against 
the imperialist occupation and once they got hold of the state, 
they continued with the exploitation and oppression. Noth¬ 
ing changed. The people’s uprisings against oppression were 
always suppressed with blood. The cogs continued to turn in 
the same way. The sale of our land, our wealth and out la¬ 
bour to the imperialists continued. 

The response of the people rose again. Those in control 
of the cogs were the heirs of the Ottomans. They carried the 
tradition on. Nations and peoples were turned into enemies 
upon divisions of nation, sect and religion. As the exploiting 
classes differentiated, the struggle amongst them for control 
of the cogs became greater. Each one wanted to control the 
cogs in order to exploit more and get richer. So this did not 
work, the imperialists and the local ruling forces brought in 
the generals and armies and formed juntas. They did not 
forget to claim that they were still doing everything for the 
country and the people. 

The cogs continued to turn. Despots, sultans, generals, 
and oligarchic rulers which are the joint rule of the imperi¬ 
alists and the ruling forces continued to rule, in timidatin g 
using and oppressing the people. 

This history which has lasted for centuries is basically the 
rule of sultans, chiefs, fascists, exploitation and oppression. 






















Through history has seen dozens of large 
and small uprisings of the people against ex¬ 
ploitation and oppression which were defeated. 
Though they were put down brutally, these uprisings nev¬ 
er came to an end, they came all the way to the present, 
moving from generation to generation and also gaining 
inspiration from the history of the peoples of the world. 

OUR PEOPLE! 

These cogs cannot go on like this! 

All bourgeois parties founded with the Republic which 
talk about labour, the people and the nation are now bank¬ 
rupt. None have sought solutions to our people’s and our 
country's problems. They have exploited more, oppressed 
more and condenmed the people to a more dishonourable 
existence so that imperialists and their col¬ 
laborators could make greater profits. 

Exploiting and cruel dictators who un¬ 
derstood that they could not mislead the 
people with cheap lies as in the past turned 
to even greater cruelty and exploitation. 

Our country, the soil of Kurdistan and 
Turkey has turned into a blood bath. Eve¬ 
ryone, our young girls, men, women, eld¬ 
erly and children are subjected to exploita¬ 
tion, torture and prison. The establishment 
does not even take notice of its own laws 
and attempts to legitimise all exploitation, 
oppression and immorality by trampling on 
laws and morality. 

WE CANNOT LIVE LIKE THIS! 

We carmot live like human beings by standing at atten¬ 
tion in front of the dishonourable collaborators. 

We carmot ensure our future, our children’s future. We 
cannot defend our national honour. We cannot get the fruits 
of our labour. 

Our country is not the farm of Demirel, filler and Kara- 
yalgin who are American collaborators. 

Our 60 million people, Kurds, Turks, Arabs, Circassians, 
Lazes, Azeris etc. are not the slaves of the imperialists and 
their collaborators the rich, the large landlords, the usurers 
and merchants. 

This land, this country is ours. It belongs to the workers, 
poor peasants, working people, patriots, to all our people. 

This country does not belong to the collaborators who 
have sold all our wealth to the imperialists and have no na¬ 
tional honour. 

This country belongs to the people who have fought 
against the imperialist occupation, who resisted imperial¬ 
ism when their national honour was challenged. 

OUR PEOPLE OF ALL NATIONS! 

These cogs can no longer turn like this! 

The parties of the establishment have no legitimacy left. 
They have nothing to do with the country, the nation, the 
people. In collaboration with America and the other imperi¬ 
alists, they try to rule our country by spilling more blood 
every day in order to extend their power. 


THEY CANNOT RULE! 

Every day they collapse a little more. They are bank¬ 
rupt in their economy, their politics and everything. 

The people have a history written in blood of rising up 
against these despots, fascists, collaborators ruling powers. 

No despot or fascist has ever fallen on his own in 
human history. Exploitation and oppression has never dis¬ 
appeared on its own. 

Rising up against the rule of the oppressors and fas¬ 
cists, fighting against their weapons with weapons, against 
their organisations with organisation is a sacred and le¬ 
gitimate right. 

Throughout human history, the uprisings of oppressed 
peoples have been based on a variety of religions, sects, 
nations and ideas. This history of uprisings is our histoiy. 

The risings of §eyh Bedrettin, Pir Sul¬ 
tan, Baba Ishak are the history of our peo¬ 
ple’s risings. These risings are the voice 
of rights, justice, honourable living as op¬ 
posed to slavery which have deep roots in 
our soil and cannot be tom out. 

This voice has turned into great and 
unforgettable risings against the Ottoman 
sultans. 

This voice has turned into dozens of 
Kurdish revolts over the century. 

This voice has carried the anger of 
§eyh Sait and Dersim to the present and 
turned into a war cry against the fascist 
Turkish state, American lackeys and all im¬ 
perialists and exploiters plotting over Kurdistan. 

When the imperialists occupied our country and at¬ 
tacked our honour and our land, this voice turned into a 
war against imperialism by all Kurds, Turks, Arabs, Cir¬ 
cassians and Laz. 

In the period when MAHIR and DENIZ were alive, 
this voice turned into the fact that the only salvation for 
workers, peasants, working people and patriots is the for¬ 
cible destruction of the cogs of the state and the setting up 
of a Revolutionary People’s Power. 

This is the voice of freedom, liberation and honour. 
This voice has not been silenced for 24 years. It has be¬ 
come the sound of guns in the cities and mountains of our 
country. We have given thousands of young martyrs for it. 
Tens of thousands of us have been imprisoned, hundreds 
of thousands of us have been tortured. 

OUR PEOPLE! 

This history is full of thousands of martyrs, tens of 
thousands of prisoners, pain, betrayal, victory and hero¬ 
ism. This is the history of freedom, of the liberation move¬ 
ment. 

DEVRIMCI SOL which was organised in 1978 is 
the leader of this history. 

DEVRIMCI SOL is a flood of anger which they have 
not been able to stem for 16 years, the harbinger of free¬ 
dom a people’s movement with thousands of military- 
peaceful acts, millions of leaflets, posters, pamphlets, plac¬ 
ards, hundreds of legal and illegal demonstrations and 














marches, tens of thousands of prisoners, torture, the pain 
of betrayal, thousands of martyrs, acts of freedom which 
have broken through the gaols of the oligarchy, legends of 
resistance, hunger strikers to the death which have formed 
a wall against the enemy’s attacks, a people’s movement 
which has grown among the people, which has grown roots 
in our land. DEVRIM Ci SOL is the name of our people’s 
hopes. 

DEVRiMCi SOL did not become a party until it had 
tested itself, its ideas, its politics, its weapons, and proved 
them. It did not call on you to take power imtil it had 
become a party, until it began to fight as a party. 

TODAY WE CALL UPON YOU! 

Because now, after 16 years full of struggle, with a 
historic unanimous decision of the delegates at the Party 
Founding Congress which started on 30 March 1994, 
DEVRiMCl SOL (Revolutionary Left) has turned into 
the REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S LIBERATION 
PARTY-FRONT. 

Now, 

DEVRiMCi SOL is THE REVOLUTIONARY PEO¬ 
PLE'S LIBERATION PARTY-FRONT. THE REVOLU¬ 
TIONARY PEOPLE'S LIBERATION PARTY-FRONT is 
DEVRiMCi SOL. 

ALL PEOPLES OF TURKEY 

The REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S LIBERA¬ 
TION PARTY-FRONT does not offer you paradise, does 
not ask for your votes. 



We did not give rise to violence. We did not fire the 
first bullet. There is no way other than overthrowing with 
arms those who rule over us with arms. Everything, the 
smallest freedom, the fruits of labour, the smallest right, 
an honourable life can only be taken from the r ulin g pow¬ 
ers by force. You have to respond to stone-throwing with 
stones, to arms with arms. 

We accept this war imposed upon us by the rulers. 
Our enemies in this war are, first, the American imperial¬ 
ists and other imperialists, their economic-political-mili¬ 


tary-cultural establishments, their bases 
and representatives, their various aid establishh^'v^y^. 
ments which are nests of spies. Collaborators, treacl^'’^^s^^ 
erous, monopoly capitalists, collaborators merchants, usu " 
rers, large landowners, landlords, their special armed forces. 

All state officials who share in power. 

All members of parliament who defend this corrupt or¬ 
der, high ranking bureaucrats, the fascist army, police, se¬ 
cret service, hired murderers of the counterguerilla, and all 
their establishments. 

All political parties which are part of the oligarchy, de¬ 
fend this order and oppose the Revolutionary People’s Power, 

All state institutions and private bodies which serve im¬ 
perialism and the oligarchy and attempt to stop the revolu¬ 
tionary struggle. 

The oligarchy’s stool pigeons, traitors, agents and agent 
provocateurs. 

The road to the revolution is the ROAD OF OUR PARTY. 
The leader of the revolution is OUR PARTY. We take our 
duly to lead from our correct revolutionary politics, from not 
betraying the reality of our country and our peoples, from 
never dropping the flag of revolution, from our hundreds of 
martyrs, from our struggle and our glorious history. 

The REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S LIBERATION 
PARTY is the party of workers, working people, poor peas¬ 
ants and intellectuals of all nations. 

The REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S LIBERATION 
FRONT is our party’s armed mass organisation. 

The REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S LIBERATION 
FRONT is an organisation where our peoples of all nations, 
and everyone who wants to fight against imperialism and 
fascism and to overthrow this order will fight in. 

Workers, Peasants, Youth, Working People, 

Patriots, Intellectuals, 

Women, Children, the Elderly, 

THE FIGHTERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
PEOPLE'S LIBERATION FRONT who are fighting for a 
free country in Turkey and Kurdistan, in the cities and the 
mountains, swear in front of history and our people that we 
shall fight, arms in hand, until the Revolutionary People’s 
Power is set up, our country is free of the imperialist occupi¬ 
ers and our people are finally free. 

Our fight is for freedom and liberation. 

Our fight is for rights, justice and honour. 

We call on all honourable people regardless of national¬ 
ity, religion and sect to join the fight in the ranks of THE 
REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S LIBERATION FRONT. 

UNITE, FIGHT AND WIN IN THE RANKS OF 
THE REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S 
LIBERATION PARTY-FRONTI 

THE ROAD TO VICTORY IS THE ROAD OF 
THE REVOLUTIONARY PEOPLE'S 
LIBERATION FRONT! 

WE SHALL FIGHT UNTIL LIBERATION! 
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INTERVIEW 


let’s 


Aslan Tayfun dzkfik, born in 
Istanbul, 1955, graduated from 
Kabataa Erkek Usesi. He came to 
attend □DMMAlYildiiTecbnical 
University] and was elected 
to the management of the 
Assoclatfon of Higher Education 
(DEMAKDl. He was busy at rowing 
amateurishly. But, being 
revolutionary was a summation 
of his life's work. Also, this 
summation includes all details 
and richness of revolutionary 
struggle of our country's history 
as his comrades. After the arrest, 
he was judged in the main 
process of Devrimci Sol. 
Together with his five comrades, 
he vms sentenced to death and 
he had spent iong years at 
dfferent prisons of Anatolia. In 
lUB^he was in the first group of 
hunger strike for death and 
resisted during 75 days in prison. 

He Imd escaped from prison on 
Juiy,1990 and participated in the 
war and he is stiii acting in an 
exad honourable manner of a 
DHKP member. 
The following interview -in fact- 
has been got with a daily 
newspaper. But, they broke their 
promise and made no honest 
working. They ceased from 
publishing the interview. For, it is 
been issued in MUcadele 
[Struggle] magazine in Turkey. 
Following passage is a summary 
of interview issued in MUcadele. 
Hfe hope the interview will be full 
of interest to you. 


get armed, let the 


Was the Turkish Left ready 
when the junta took control? 
What could be done at that 
time, when you look at it today ? 

To prepare for the 12 September coup 
meant to prepare for war. The Turkish 
Left had no intention of fighting, there¬ 
fore it was impossible for them to pre¬ 
pare for it. The left's ideology, political 
perspective and psychological state was 
far from meeting this end. 

For this reason, the 
Left started to theorize 
about fleeing the coun¬ 
try and leaving the bat¬ 
tlefield, under the name 
of a "retreating " tactic, 
before the footsteps of 
12 September were 
heard. 

But though we were 
a young movement, we 
tried to prepare for the 
coming period by fight¬ 
ing with all our means 
and by intensifying the 
fight. How successful we were is another 
point of discussion. But this was what was 
necessary. 

This preparation process starts with 
our breaking away from Revolutionary 
Path. 

This sort of preparation was impos¬ 
sible without an organization which has 
ideological unity, freedom and centralism. 
In accordance with this view, we broke 
from Devrimci Yol (Revolutionary Path) 
in 1978. Although we were young, inex¬ 
perienced and amateurish, by quickly in¬ 
tensifying the fight, we started to learn 
and to organize in the fight. 

We brought the accelerating struggle 
to the cities and the rural areas. We gained 
experience from the achievements of the 
rural guerrilla movement. 

The punishment of Gtin Sazak was 
one of the last blows against the civil fas¬ 
cists. 


After the withdrawal of the civil fas¬ 
cists from the scene, and the establish¬ 
ment of official fascist terror, we moved 
against the latter. We punished the tor¬ 
turers. We raided police stations. By pun¬ 
ishing Nihat Erim, we gave a powerful 
message to those who were in prepara¬ 
tion for a new junta. 

In spite of all insufficiencies, our ru¬ 
ral guerillas joined our activity in the same 
period. We raided and disarmed the Dere 


gendarme station in the Pertek district of 
Dersim, and punished one soldier who 
tried to resist. 

We were not only in the armed strug¬ 
gle, but in every type of struggle. We or¬ 
ganized mass protests, joined by tens of 
thousands of people, strikes and land oc¬ 
cupations. By our invitation to a protest 
action against the high cost of living and 
increases in prices, and with the support 
of shopkeepers, we organized mass activ¬ 
ities which had the ability and power to 
bring life to a halt in Istanbul. 

While we were doing these, the Left 
was talking about "provocations". There¬ 
fore, they were not only being pacifists, 
they were also doing everything in order 
to prevent and destroy the young Devrimci 
Sol. In other words, while they had no 
such problem as preparing for 12 Septem¬ 
ber, they were preventing those trying to 
prepare themselves. 
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ASLAN TAYFUN OZKOK: 

re be revolutien!” 


Our intensification of the fight and 
mass activities were preparing the people 
to even greater resistance against fascist 
oppression. Our activities were creating 
support and sympathy among the people. 
For example, our raid on Dere gendarme 
station may seem simple when we look at 
it today, but it had a profound effect on 
the people and the oligarchy then. This 
action was the first rising which was car¬ 
ried out in the name of the Kurdish peo¬ 
ple since the Dersim rebellion of 1938. 

When 12 September came, we had 
certain serious dilemmas and in¬ 
adequacies. We were aware of them. We 
had been exposed extensively. The under¬ 
ground culture had not been internalized 
yet. We did not have the support behind 
the front line which would enable us to 
continue to fight, to retreat when needed 
and to allow us to prepare and attack 
again. But in spite of these, the struggle 
did not allow time for any hesitation or 
indecision. This was the underlying rule 
of the war. And the young Revolutionary 
Left was on the fighting arena while eve¬ 
ryone was away. 

In the first month of our fight against 
the junta, a member of our central com¬ 
mittee, some people from our senior cad¬ 
res and leaders were captured. But we did 
not stop. We insisted on reorganization of 
the struggle. In conditions where we lost 
power outside, we took our place in the 
front line inside. Three of our comrades 
were martyred in a hunger strike in prison. 

What could have been done? 

We say, we should have struggled. We 
should have prepared by intensifying the 
fight more and more. We should have 
started the fight earlier and we should 
have been more determined. There is no 
other way to live or to win victory against 
fascism and its appearances: the junta sin 
our country. As for the ones who fled or 
surrendered, we think they should not 
have surrendered, at least they should not 
have fled. 


Do you think the Turkey’s 
Left has assessed the 12 Sep- 
temher defeat sufficiently? 

It is obvious that a Left in this state 
does not have the ability to asses 12 Sep¬ 
tember. Far from assessing it, the Left is 
under the ideological influence of 12 Sep¬ 
tember. 

From this point of view, only the 
PKK is different from the rest. It is obvi¬ 
ous from its practice that the PKK is un¬ 
dertaking self-criticism. But the PKK is 
not admitting its mistakes, it does not do 
a theoretical-political analysis of its mis¬ 
takes, and it is not bringing them out into 
the open. This plays an important role 
in causing its current problems. The PKK 
might evaluate its fleeing abroad as a 
"successful retreating tactic", and this 
could save its pride, but it is not a bene¬ 
ficial thing to do. 

Our movement assessed 12 Septem¬ 
ber in the years of resistance. We assessed 
it, by the 1983 Evaluation, the 1986 re¬ 
treating tactic and the 1989 attack. And 
today, there is nothing for us to learn from 
the assessment of 12 September. We are 
trying to build our future on the assess¬ 
ment of today's fight which we have cre¬ 
ated under much heavier conditions of 
oppression and terror. Today's oppression 
and terror in our country is incompara¬ 
ble to those of 12 September. Things have 
got worse since then. But, apart from the 
PKK, our movement is still alone in the 
battlefield. Some Left groups make ef¬ 
forts to organise armed units. But these 
efforts are unconfident and weak. They 
do not have the right strategy or enough 
experience. We advice them that they 
should not play with guns. Either you 
should fight with high determination or 
the fight will teach you that you cannot 
play with it. 

To walk, without vacillating, with¬ 
out being driven to the left or right, to 
defend and to carry out the ideas which 
you believe are right, against anything 



and anybody, is possible only with ideo¬ 
logical strength. We followed this path 
with the power which we gained from our 
ideology. In this manner, for us, there was 
no change from the past to the present. 
Whatever we said or did yesterday, we still 
defend them. And life has supported what 
we did. There is only one difference, to¬ 
day we are more self-confident. 

Today we are more confident in our 
ideology, our policies and ourselves than 
we were yesterday. That is to say, we are 
more powerful. We are looking at the fu¬ 
ture with hope. We hope that our friends 
draw lessons from this process, this is our 
only wish. 

From 1987 on, the Left and the 
social opposition showed an in¬ 
tensification. Thousands of 
workers, civU servants and stu¬ 
dents took part in demonstrations. Dur¬ 
ing this time the Turkish Left became 
stronger and more popular. After 1991 
we witnessed a decline. With this de¬ 
cline the Left became weaker as well. 
What happened? Had people not found 
what they expected? Did revolutionar¬ 
ies make mistakes? Or was this a clas¬ 
sic example of a fall-rise situation which 
can be seen in mass struggles? Do you 
think this period has been sufficiently 
evaluated? 
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Your questions have a pessimistic 
tone. Pessimism comes from the wrong 
assessment. This pessimism shows how 
narrow-minded the intelligentsia is, when 
it is affected by small falls and rises in 
mass activity and cannot see the political 
developments and its dimensions. 

It is obvious that the mass activities 
of 1986 and afterwards were spontaneous. 
Although these rises and falls have effects 
on political developments in countries like 
ours, this should not be exaggerated. The 
main thing is the mass activities which de¬ 
velop from a revolutionary armed struggle 
of an alternative organisation to the state. 
This is a meaningful thing. The masses 
which are affected and mobihsed by armed 
struggle and the masses which mobilise 
themselves for economic-democratic de¬ 
mands are two quite different things. 

While armed struggle achieves a con¬ 
sciousness movement, which is directed 
at seizing power, it also causes a gradual 
decline in the spontaneous mass move¬ 
ments with limited economic-democratic 
demands which do not overstep the 
boundary of bourgeois opposition. It also 
liquidates the organisations which attempt 
to establish formations on this ground, it 
clears the ground and this can also ap¬ 
pear as a decline. Another truth is the fact 
that the mass potential which armed strug¬ 
gle creates does not reveal itself immedi¬ 
ately, but after a time lag and with explo¬ 
sions. Although this fact was proved in 
the world and in our country many times, 
it momentarily establishes a ground for 
the opponents of armed struggle who see 
armed struggle as Narodnism and give 
them reason to talk pessimistically and to 
attack the armed struggle. They repeat¬ 
edly say „ Armed struggle started and mass 
activity fell, so armed struggle was wrong” 
and this is the only argument they have 
against the revolutionary movement. 
When the Turkey People Liberation Par¬ 
ty and Front (THKP-C) launched the 
armed struggle on 12 March, they were 
severely criticized on these grounds. But 
the enormous mass potential created by 
the armed struggle of the THKP-C opened 
a new page in the history of class war in 
our country. It cannot be denied that this 
potential affected all the armed move¬ 
ments and it can even be said that it is the 
very reason for the existence of the Turk¬ 
ish Left. This happened in exactly the 
same way for our movement before 12 
September. While intensified armed strug¬ 
gle advanced and strengthened the young 


Revolutionary Left, it also made it rooted 
into our country's soil in and it is impos¬ 
sible to pull out these roots. In the period 
of this advance of the armed struggle, the 
ones who were proud of their mass fol¬ 
lowing became inactive and found no way 
but to escape. Today's situation should be 
assessed within this framework. After 1989 
we entered a period in which we achieved 
an alternative to the state by pursuing armed 
struggle. While this development caused a 
temporary backward effect on weak, spon¬ 
taneous mass activities, at the same time 
it aroused a mass activity of greater qual¬ 
ity, meanwhile the economic-political cri¬ 
sis continue to deepen. This process will 
go on with further intensification. 

When assessed from this point of 
view, it can neither be said that the rise 
after 1986 made the Left a more effective 
opposition, nor that there was a decline 
after 1991. 

The rise after 1986 was an activity of 
the masses in order to free themselves 
from the long silence of the 12 Septem¬ 
ber years. But this was a weak movement 
which went no further than economic de¬ 
mands, distant from politics and organi¬ 
sation. It was not conditioned by the rev¬ 
olutionary struggle. It was in no condi¬ 
tion push back the limits of the oligarchy. 
In other words, the ohgarchy needed some 
space, a need arose from its internal con¬ 
flicts, and the masses benefited from it. 

It is a wrong conclusion that the Left 
gained power from this development and 
became a centre of opposition. This can¬ 
not be said if we look from the inside. In 
those years, the Left could not even stand 
up on its knees. But we had just decided 
to retreat in 1985 and we were trying to 
carry this out. So we were retreating in 
the period which you have called a rise. 
Of course, this does not mean that we were 
insensitive to the mass movements. While 
we were trying to take part in the mass 
movements which had economic-demo¬ 
cratic demands, we were also trying to in¬ 
fluence the masses with our armed strug¬ 
gle. While the masses ignored the ones 
who quickly established magazines, hav¬ 
ing been encouraged by mass activity, they 
gathered partially among our ranks in 
spite of our retreat tactic, because we were 
trying to lead them in practice. In 1989 
we successfully drew this mass develop¬ 
ment to a radical line. Our ties with the 
masses became tighter. The principle rise 
of our movement on a higher quality ba¬ 
sis started after 1990. 


In 1990 we left the retreat tactic and 
leapt forward in every aspect of struggle: 
in armed struggle, in politics, in tactics 
and mass activities. The masses accepted 
our slogans to a very great extent. Our 
slogan WE ARE RIGHT WE WILL WIN 
was widely accepted by the masses. We 
led massive activities such as the general 
strike on 3 January, the boycotts of stu¬ 
dents on 6 November. We organized many 
mass activities such as strikes and boy¬ 
cotts. In the Gulf War period, while eve¬ 
ryone was silent, we made a big impact 
with our wide range of armed and un¬ 
armed activities. We successfully mobi¬ 
lised all anti-imperialists, nationalists, 
even Islamic fundamentalists. We found 
opportunities to politicise the masses and 
to establish firmer ties with them. Our or¬ 
ganisation spread to Anatolia and the 
countryside. This development, though 
was slowed down, especially by the be¬ 
trayal movement which we went through, 
continued till 

We were often 
alone. 

We fight big 
Juggles alone, 
l^twearethe j 
ones who win in 
the end. We 
sbtongty believe 
victory. 

With this beliet 
we went into a 
fight even if all the 
world unites 
against us. 
Everybody knows 
the result 


today. So your 
assessment that 
the Left became 
a powerless op¬ 
position centre 
and that mass 
activity de¬ 
clined after 
1991 is also 
wrong. The 
facts show the 
opposite. It is 
true that there 
was a decline in 
spontaneous 
mass activities 
and in the pop¬ 


ularity of Left 

in general. But our revolutionary move¬ 
ment showed an opposite development 
and became a very effective opposition 
centre. It can be seen from your next ques¬ 
tion that you have detected this point. The 
armed struggle which we waged from 
1990 on left the oligarchy facing serious 
dilemmas, gave hope to the masses and 
the oligarchy had to take into account our 
armed revolutionary opposition in a very 
serious way in every step they made. 

The period in front of us is open to 
more radical and political mass activities. 
Indeed, our country is ready for revolu¬ 
tion. Our revolutionary movement has the 
power and capacity to lead this more than 
ever. So there is no need to be pessimis¬ 
tic. We are looking at the future with hope. 
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While armedl struggle 
achieves a consciousness 
movemeni^ vriilch Is 
diiecM at seiaing power^ 
it also causes a giadual 
decline in the 
^onlaneous ma^ 
ntomfienis with limited 
economiCHde^oi^aiic 
demands which do not 
ovemiep die boundaiy of 


Life has not proved us wrong till now and 
it will not do so this time. 

In the 1987-1992 period 
Devrimci Sol showed charac¬ 
teristics different from the rest 
of the Left in terms of popu¬ 
larity and armed activities, especially 
in the big cities. It can be said that it 
was the movement growing most visi¬ 
bly. But after 1992 there was an obvi¬ 
ous decline in Devrimci Sol. What are 
the reasons for this? 

Another mistaken question. In fact, 
it is not the fact which make you ask this 
question. It is the betrayal which we lived 
through a year-and-a-half ago. The truth 
is completely different, as we explained 
above. 

We wish you would ask us a question 
thus: How did the betrayal on 13 Septem¬ 
ber 1992 happen? How and why did eve¬ 
rybody unite against you? How did you 
fight against all the world? And how did 
you manage to come out of this period 
with gains? 

This question posed in this way would 
be more beneficial for everybody today. 
On 13 September 1992 three or four coun¬ 
ter-guerrilla elements and debauchers 
tried to capture our leader and our move¬ 
ment. From opportunism to the oligarchy 
and imperialism, everybody joined togeth¬ 
er against us. Some were very happy, some 
were overjoyed. We became a centre of 
attraction not only in Turkey, but in the 
Middle East and Europe as well. Every¬ 


body was waiting for our funeral eagerly. 
Even the CIA watched these developments 
thoroughly. 

The counter-guerrilla had exposed all 
our organisation, seized our weapons, am¬ 
munition, and organisational secrets and 
was destroying the future of our revolu¬ 
tion and our organisation. Tens of our 
friends were martyred or captured. We lost 
many valuable comrades. But for some rea¬ 
son all the Left was supporting and prais¬ 
ing them and giving all their support to 
them. It was a very instructive period. 

On condition that they are antiimpe¬ 
rialist, antifascist and patriotic, those who 
face such a betrayal would find our help¬ 
ing hand, even they were hostile to us. 
Would they be ashamed, who knows... But 
we are revolutionaries. We are here to 
achieve a revolution in our country. The 
revolution’s interests are what determine 
our actions, not simple, daily, narrow con¬ 
siderations. This will continue from now 
on too. 

The counter-guerrilla gang is now fin¬ 
ished. They remain a group of debauch¬ 
ers and they are living in dirt. Whatever 
we said was exactly proven. We tried to 
tell this to some friends but it is impossi¬ 
ble to tell something to someone who does 
not want to understand. There was some¬ 
thing else hey did not understand: Nobody 
can destroy us. Some people who do not 
know Devrimci Sol and its history dream 
about it. 

They were wrong once again. We were 
often alone. We fight big struggles alone. 


But we are the ones who win in the end. 
We strongly believe in victory. With this 
belief, we went into a fight even if all the 
world unites against us. Everybody knows 
the result. 

We are silent today. But this should 
not deceive anybody. It seems that this si¬ 
lence deceived you. We knew that our si¬ 
lence would be interpreted in this way. But 
we chose this deliberately. We will stay 
silent for a while. We will behave in what¬ 
ever way the art of politics necessitates. 

Yes, we are silent today. But we can¬ 
not see anyone talking. In other words, if 
we remain silent, Turkey remains silent 
as well. This is a very important fact, and 
an enormous power. We could say „We 
do not talk, but we are the ones talking^. 
Who is talking today, apart from us? There 
is not a single example. We are the only 
ones talking with our various democratic 
activities, mass protests and some other 
work. So let’s go back to your question. 
What kind of decline is this? It is obvious 
that this is not a decline but a rise. It is 
precisely a demonstration of our power. 

Until 1992, though we had some suc¬ 
cesses, we were not organized in the cit¬ 
ies and we were trying to live in the coun¬ 
tryside. Today with our armed and un¬ 
armed forces, we are present in all aspects 
of life everywhere, from the cities to Ana¬ 
tolia and rural places, with strong roots. 
Our roots are very deep. Nobody can pull 
them out. Nobody can succeed in this task. 
You call this period a decline. What kind 
of decline is this? We should not confuse 
our wishes with the truth. 

How do you interpret the col¬ 
lapse of the Soviet Union from 
the point of view of the future 
revolution and socialism? Is 
there any difference in your thoughts 
of socialism - not in a theoretical sense 
but in the sense of practical and prag¬ 
matic applications - before and after the 
collapse; if there is, what is it? 

The collapse of the Soviet Union and 
the other countries of the socialist bloc is 
an important loss for the revolutionary 
movements of the world. The balance 
which the Soviet Union established 
against imperialism, although in a revi¬ 
sionist fashion and based on wrong poli¬ 
cies, created a space to live for many rev¬ 
olutionary and patriotic movements and 
this was an advantageous position for 
those movements. The movements which 
tied all their hopes to this balance went 
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into a phase of surrender and reconcilia¬ 
tion after the collapse. So the world revo¬ 
lutionary movement temporarily lost pow¬ 
er. Imperialism seems to have taken con¬ 
trol of the world and has begun to attack 
the remaining socialist countries and the 
wars of independence in order to strength¬ 
en its domination. But all this is tempo¬ 
rary. It is impossible for imperialism to 
find a solution to its structural problems. 
Its contradictions are deepening from day 
to day, it is in a shaky state and it cannot 
solve its contradictions. Today, national 
and social independence wars are arising 
on the basis of self-confidence, that is to 


socialism played a role in this develop¬ 
ment can it be interpreted as a defeat 
with ideological dimensions? What 
should the Turkish Left do in this situ¬ 
ation? 

We repeat this again and again. We 
do not believe there was a decline after 
1992. We do not know where this pessi¬ 
mistic picture and discussions of „defeat“ 
come from. It is really hard to understand. 

We tried to explain the development 
of the revolutionary political struggle and 
the mass activities. Of course the collapse 
of socialism has had some impact on the 
speed of the development of mass activi¬ 


We are the main 
element and the 
leader of the 
Kurdish 
independence 
war, as we are 
of the struggle 
of all other 
nations living in 
our country. 

say from a better base. In the socialist 
countries which collapsed people saw the 
brutal face of capitalism and are moving 
towards socialism again, in spite of all its 
failures and negative aspects. In other 
words, the picture is improving. It cannot 
be known how this picture will shape up 
in the short term. But the truth is that the 
evolution towards a better state will go on 
at an accelerating or decelerating rate. 

Our view has remained the same be¬ 
fore and after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. We shouted the truth with great self- 
confidence when the wind of Gorbachevism 
was afiecting everybody. Our past remarks 
have historical importance today. When 
we look at what we said and wrote then, 
we see the present. The only difference in 
our interpretation of socialism is that we 
now believe that the process of transition 
from socialism to communism will take 
longer than our expectations. 

Could the decline in the strug¬ 
gle after 1991 be interpreted 
as a defeat? Or how could it 
be interpreted? What contri¬ 
bution did the collapse of socialism 
make to this process? If the collapse of 


ties. But this is not a significant factor. 
Although a lot of people are explaining 
their failures in terms of the collapse of 
socialism nowadays, these explanations 
are totally invalid. Nobody should see the 
reason of any development in anything 
other than himself. One should try to find 
the reasons in himself 

Marxist-Leninists should not rely on 
external forces. For this very reason, while 
everybody was complaining about the col¬ 
lapse of socialism, we were able to raise 
the socialist flag with our armed strug¬ 
gle. We strongly believe that we will car¬ 
ry the socialist flag until victory, in spite 
of everything and everybody. 

We refuse to spend time on worthless 
arguments like these. We believe that a 
serious development carmot be achieved 
without organising the struggle in every 
aspect of life, without acting according to 
the strategy of the united revolutionary 
struggle in the countryside and in the city, 
without uniting the armed struggle and 
mass activity, without organising the le¬ 
gal and illegal struggles together. That is 
why our struggle is developing and 
strengthening on a healthy base. We ad¬ 
vice those who are moaning about the 



collapse of socialism that they should face 
the truth. 

Today our country seems on the 
threshold of a revolution. The oligarchy 
is in a state of paralysis. The contradic¬ 
tions are very deep and complicated. The 
people’s demands are making themselves 
felt deeply. Turkey has became a coun¬ 
try of uncertainty, armed conflict and 
hunger. Not a single day passes without 
the sound of the guns of the guerrillas in 
its cities and mountains. All political par¬ 
ties of the oligarchy, even in collabora¬ 
tion, have failed to find a solution to the 
current crisis. Another junta could do 
nothing but worsen the situation. The 
main thing is to produce alternatives to 
these contradictions. The important thing 
is to become the voice of the peoples of 
Turkey and to lead their struggles. Yes, 
this is what we must do today. And only 
those who do this have the chance to sur¬ 
vive. The only power which can achieve 
this end is the revolutionaries and there 
is no alternative movement for people to 
trust. 


Does the level the Kurdish 
struggle has reached today im¬ 
pose extra tasks on the Turk¬ 
ish Left? if it does, what are 
these tasks and can they be achieved? 
What tasks has the Kurdish question 
imposed on the Turkish left since 1984 
and have these been carried out? 

The general response of the Left to 
the Kurdish national struggle is obvious. 
After the escalation of the armed struggle 
by the PKK, the Left as always ran away 
from Kurdistan, from the scene of violence 
and left the Kurdish people facing the 
oppression of the oligarchy and with a 
nationalist movement. 

We never see the Kurdish independ¬ 
ence struggle as external to us. We are 
the main element and the leader of the 
Kurdish independence war, as we are of 
the struggle of all other nations living in 
our country. In this instance we accept 
other revolutionary, antifascist and patri¬ 
otic organisations who fight for the same 
goal, even if they pursue incomplete and 
wrong policies. Our approach is the same 
for the Kurdish nationalists. 

Kurdish nationalists are not defend¬ 
ing real liberation. Their horizon is re¬ 
stricted by nationalism. But their strug¬ 
gle is progressive, it is for the revolution. 
We are ready for solidarity and friendship 
with them, as we are for all the Left. 
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Today the Kurdish people may have 
better understood that liberation is an 
impossible task to achieve alone. It can 
only be done with the solidarity of other 
nations and with the destruction of the 
oligarchy. That is why they are approach¬ 
ing our organisation in a more friendly 
way. This is a fact which can lead to new 
developments in future. 

The PKK has a lot of supporters and 
a spontaneous mass always ready to sup¬ 
port it. But the PKK has not been able to 
organise this mass, because of their focus 
on armed struggle, their insensitivity or 
inability to organise in the cities and be¬ 
cause they have allowed the bourgeois 
nationalists to control the democratic ac¬ 
tivities. Along with its mistake in mass 
contact and the policies and tactics car¬ 
ried out according to a nationalist strate¬ 
gy in the end will obstruct its way and 
will make the masses go away from it. We 
always said that. We are saying it again. 
By saying this we did not ignore its suc¬ 
cesses and the point which they reached 
now. We are still not ignoring them. To¬ 
day the PKK is trying to find a solution 
this problem with another problematic 
means. It gave hope to reconciliation with 
oligarchy and it is expecting from inter¬ 
national imperialism to make attempts in 
order to solve the problem. It transformed 
the aim of the armed struggle to fight for 
democratic rights. Kurdish people has 
knew with its experience that these poli¬ 
cy and tactics could not solve its prob¬ 
lem. They knew this with the experiences 
of Barzani and Talabani. That is why to 
try to find the solution in transforming 
itself to a position like Barzani is one thing 
that Kurdish people would not tolerate. It 
is impossible to find a nation which con¬ 
fronts this kind of struggle for its demo¬ 
cratic rights. If a Kurdish state is estab¬ 
lished to serve imperialism this would 
bring Kurdish people nothing but hunger 
and misery. This process can be seen in 
Northern Iraq now. First of all PKK 
should change its strategy. There is no 
importance of today’s struggle from a ref¬ 
erence point in future, unless PKK chang¬ 
es its strategy. Barzani, in spite of its strug¬ 
gle for years could not to fall into this 
point. In comparison with Barzani, PKK’s 
struggle is quite young. It is a point of dis¬ 
cussion that how PKK reached the same 
point with Barzani in such a short time. 

Oligarchy established its strategy 
against Kurdish nationalist struggle, on 
the dilemmas of PKK mentioned above. 


From the beginning they are tried to over¬ 
come, to exhaust and to make it inactive 
this movement in Kurdistan by keeping 
it inside the Kurdistan. It is obvious that 
they achieved a great deal according to 
their strategy. Oligarchy also keeping a 
plan of making the armed forces go down 
from the mountains by recognition of 
some rights like cultural rights and more 
freedom on the local authority in case of 
a failure. In both cases the goal is the same 
to terminate the armed struggle. Wheth¬ 
er they can do it or not is another point of 
discussion. But as we mentioned earlier 
the wrong strategy of PKK is strength¬ 
ened the oligarchy. Although in some cas¬ 
es PKK may become dominant, this will 
not enough to save the future. For this 
reason oligarchy is going on its vicious 
attacks without any fear. 

What oligarchy afraid of is the for¬ 
mation of an organization which directly 
aims to get the power and formed by Kurd¬ 
ish, Turkish and all other nations of Tur¬ 
key which pursuing armed struggle in 
country side and cities. Developing an 
armed struggle with this strategy would 
allow us to get the initiative from oligar¬ 
chy and make Kurdish people free from 
their dilemmas. We are trying to do this. 
So we are doing our duties about Kurd¬ 
ish struggle with great power and efficien¬ 
cy. Today our struggle along this strategy 
is gaining power in the cities and moun¬ 
tains of Kurdistan. 

We want to establish firm contacts 
with Kurdish nationalist movement. But 
Kurdish nationalist movement although 
seems strong in fact is weak. Its weak¬ 
ness is the weakness of its ideology. Its 
obsession of nationalist pragmatism. For 
this reason it is keeping away from col¬ 
laboration and friendship. It is trying to 
make itself the only power in Kurdistan 
by artificial measures, by force and ter¬ 
ror. In the name of ideological struggle 
and criticism, it is attacking in an ill-man¬ 
nered way and deceiving its supporters 
with lies and speculations. 

PKK and the Left should know that 
no power could make us separate from 
Kurdistan. Nobody could prevent us from 
fillfilling our duties for the struggle of 
Kurdish people. These kind of acts only 
damages its doers. It turns out to be a 
weapon shoot them. The ones who trust 
their ideologies would not afraid of col¬ 
laboration, fiiendship and fighting togeth¬ 
er. We do not afraid. Because sooner or 
later our correctness will be understood. 


If organized powers could not see it Kurd¬ 
ish people will see. PKK should hold our 
hand. It holds our hand and let’s liberate 
Turkey and the peoples in Turkey togeth¬ 
er. Until now Kurffish nationalists tried 
to show that they are in favour of collabo¬ 
ration. This is completely a lie. There is 
not a single attempt from PKK for col¬ 
laboration. Our attempts received with an 
insensitive man¬ 
ner. They even 
tried to restrict 
our expansion. 

Instead of estab¬ 
lishing unity 
with the ones 
who are fight¬ 
ing, PKK chose 
to form political 
parties under its 
control and to 
collaborate with 
weak, insipid 
and useless or¬ 
ganizations. By 
doing this it 
aimed to mis¬ 
lead the public. 

But it is obvious 
that this action 
of theirs could not achieve anything and 
damage their trust worthiness. 

What else do you want to say 

about Turkish Left? 

Lastly we would like to say that all 
Left, patriots, revolutionaries and demo¬ 
crats have duties of historic importance 
in Turkey today. Our people, Turks, Kurds 
and other nationalities have an honoura¬ 
ble duty which is not given to many peo¬ 
ple by the history. Nobody has a right to 
prevent our people to perform this duty. 
We should lead people to perform this 
duty. We should achieve this. In order to 
do this let’s unite our forces. Let’s lock to 
the struggle for power. If we cannot to this 
let’s create a struggle unit. Our unity will 
be the xmity of Turkey’s people, Kurds, 
Turks and the others. Our xmity will bring 
victory. 

We are ready to collaborate anybody 
who is fighting or ready to fight. The war 
in our coxmtry is in front of our eyes. It 
felt itself with an undeniable power. Let’s 
get armed, let’s intensify the fight, let there 
be revolution. This is what the nations and 
the workers of our country is expecting 
from us. This is what our country needs. 
This is what world revolution needs. ■ 


The war in our 
countiy is in front of 
our eyes, it felt 
itself with an 
undeniable poweK 
Lets get armed^ 
lets intensity 
the fight 

letthbubbe 

REVOLUTION. 
This is what the 
nations and the 
workers of our 
cmjntry is expecting 
from us. This is what 
our country needs. 
This is what world 
revolution needs. 
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"I did eveiytliing ondw the control 
of the enemies of hnmanity" 


A people struggling for free¬ 
dom and national Identity 
against the national repression^ 
state terror, assimilation and 
genocide i,. 
A state which uses every 
kind of torture, massacre, 
attacks wHSt legal and Illegal 
military forces. 
This is the everyday reality 
of our country, where the 
ruling oligarchy has declared a 
"unrIght war" on the Tittkish 
and Kurdish peoples. 

The following Interview 
consists of the confessions of 
"an ordinary man", after finish¬ 
ing his military duty. He had 
been trained and served in the 
"Counterguerilla" or in a 
"gendarmerie special unit" 
of the army against the Kurd¬ 
ish people for a period of time. 
He wanted everybody to 
know what had been 
happening behind dosed 
doors, it is Impossible not to be 
enraged by Ms revaluathrr. 
This story will help you to 
realise Ote dimensions of the 
brutality committed against 
our people. This Is the real face 
of fascism. His explanations 
bring to light die reality of 
Kurdistan. They are typical for 
the "Counterguerilla", which 
has used torture and cruelty In 
the same way as has been seen 
In Latin America. Those vdio 
read the story he relates win 
be appalled by what K reveals. 
We questioned die young 
man and he answered 
voluntarily. We Issue this 
interview In summary. 


Let us talk about your early days in 
military service. 

All right. 1 went to the Kirkaga? 
Commando Regiment for military serv¬ 
ice. I was trained there for three months. 
Then, we were taken to Foga. 

Can you tell us about yourjourney? 

After the training in Kirkaga? we got 
on some buses. There were no symbols of 
a bus company on the buses. The drivers 
of the buses gave orders to us. Several 
officers also got on the bus. After a short 
time they gave the order that it was re¬ 
stricted to look out of the windows of the 
bus. They said that we were being taken 
to Foga. According to our friends who 
knew the area well, it should take approx¬ 
imately 2 hours to get to Foga. But we 
travelled for about 8 hours. During the 
journey the officers gave "Playboy" mag¬ 
azines to the soldiers. At 11 pm the bus 
stopped near mountains and we got off 
the bus. 


Are you a "sergeant"? 

Yes. The officers went away and said: 
"Wait here. You will be collected by some¬ 
body." We began to wait. It was dark and 
silent everywhere. We were hungry and 
thirsty. We searched for water to drink. 
But, suddenly, several masked men in lull 
military uniform with machine guns at¬ 
tacked us and shouted: "Lie down!" We 
were horrified and were shocked. We were 
questioned closely and beaten brutally 
with guns. Everything became clear, an¬ 
yway. They were simply testing us. 

'You must not trust 
anybody!" 

OK, let us continue. 

Yes, this was the fist lesson: You must 
not trust anybody. They advised us that 
we should never inform anybody of our 
name, home, occupation, etc. ... Every¬ 
body was telling lies to each other. Ter¬ 
rorists might be anywhere and they were 



On the 6th of May 1994... Tiyar, a village in Hakkari... A peasant, 55 years old, who escaped from the 
vilage and watched the raid of special units against the village said:"... First, they set fire ta the house of 
Ahdullah Akar. A young boy, 8 years old, escaped from the burning house. The soldiers shot and killed him. 
They took two men to the armoured car. One of them was blind, the other was 60 years old ill. They tied the 
first one by his neck to the armoured car, the second one was tied by his feat to the same car. They dragged 
them along the road. They were killed brutally, their bodies were broken into pieces..." 
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murderers. Nobody, no officer told us 
where we were. 

Why didn *ttheytdlyou whereyou were? 

That is simple. Nothing, neither the 
training, nor the officers were legal. More¬ 
over, there were officers from different 
countries. They were foreigners. Because 
of that everything was secret. The state is 
using these methods illegally. If it comes 
to light, they will deny it. We were trained 
just for killing, We were trained by for¬ 
eign military experts. When I was dis¬ 
charged, I looked at the records in my file. 
There was no record of my training and 
whereabouts. 

What about your training? What 
were you taught? Who was training you? 

First, we were divided into teams. 
There were 14 men in each team. An of¬ 
ficer was the commander. We were given 
a hut in which all our needs were met. 
Nothing, no needs were limited. Moreo¬ 
ver, we were watching pornographic films 
during the nights. 

Have you ever been trained in in¬ 
terrogation? That is torture, etc .,... 

Of course. We were trained in psy¬ 
chological and physical torture. We ques¬ 
tioned everyone to get exact knowledge. 
It was not important for us whether any¬ 
one lived or not after the inquiry. On the 
other hand, we were trained to use torture 
without leaving any trace on the bodies: 
where are the most sensitive parts of the 
body, which places cause death... Every¬ 
thing was taught practically. 

What was your standard practice in 
the lessons? Did you ever inflict severe 
pain to anybody and to whom? 

We used different kinds of methods on 
the bodies of those who live in the streets, 
drunks, etc.... They were taken under deten¬ 
tion and brought for practical lessons. 

We were told the US advisors used 
the same methods in Latin America. It 
is obvious that the same methods are 
used in our country. 

Of course. As a matter of fact, we were 
trained to be torturers and killers by for¬ 
eign persons. 

What was their nationality? US, 
American or Israeli? 

I do not know, but they were definite¬ 
ly from the USA or Israel. As a matter of 


"We were pmid 6 million TL 
per deed guerilla. Officers^ 
non commissioned 
officers end police teems 
kill peasants instead of 
guerillas for money. 
They are prize 
fighters and 
mercenaries..." 


fact, we realized this from their accents. 
They often mentioned the USA and US 
commandos. 

What kind of firearms did you use 
in the training? 

AK-47, M-16, FNC, BKC, Howitzer, 
rockets, MP-5, pistols, all kinds of rifles, 
submachine guns, machine guns of NATO 
and former USSR types. When we 
launched a raid against the Kurdish peo¬ 
ple's houses and villages in guerilla (!) 
uniforms, we used weapons of former 
USSR issue. We were also trained in us¬ 
ing maps and wireless telegraphy. 

Thefixed period oftraining wasfin¬ 
ished. Is there anything more? 

Yes, after the period of training the 
trainers brought women to the hut. Four 
women from a brothel for just one hut. In 
short, one woman for four trainees. The 
trainers added that we had 20 minutes 
only. All these events were organized by 
officers. We had 10 days off after this. 

Tim dirty duty begins: 
Special unit In 
0tt0rllla uniform 

In which cities were you on duty in 
Kurdistan? 

Mardin, Urfa, Diyarbakir, IJimak, 
Bingdl, Hakkari. We were under the com¬ 
mand of the gendarmerie. We were sent 
to every place where it was necessary. 
When some event took place, we were 
flown there quickly by helicopter. We were 
given no information before the operation. 
Secrecy was the most important question 
in our actions. We fought against gueril¬ 
las in almost every operation. The troops 
of the gendarmerie supported us by sur¬ 
rounding the operation area. Sometimes 
we were wearing guerilla uniforms. We 
were guerillas in appearance. We went to 
the villages. For instance, we would knock 
at the door and say: "There are some gue¬ 


rillas injured, help us ..." This way we 
identified the supporters and sympathiz¬ 
ers of the guerillas. 

Was there anybody who spoke Kurd¬ 
ish in your team? 

Of course, there were two or three men 
who could easily speak Kurdish. Besides 
them, the commander of the team spoke 
Kurdish. The commanders also know the 
types of organization of the guerillas and 
their pohtical and ideological ideas. 

Yes, I understand. What were you 
doing in the villages? 

As I mentioned before, we entered the 
villages and requested peasants to give us 
some food. If they gave it to us, we beat 
them up brutally. We plundered food and 
valuables from their houses and when we 
left we bombed and set fire to their hous¬ 
es. For example, we waited in the hills 
and watched out for anyone. After two 
days, we made a sudden raid on a village. 
The peasants denied that they would help 
the guerillas, but the commander identi¬ 
fied two men. We took them out of their 
houses and killed them. After this execu¬ 
tion we continued to watch the village. 
One of the peasants went to another vil¬ 
lage with donkeys and his belongings. We 
identified his relations. After several days, 
we made a sudden attack on the village 
one more time and killed the man and set 
fire to his house. Our operations were 
based on identifying and killing the sup¬ 
porters and sympathizers of the guerillas. 
We murdered many of them and guerillas 
also by such schemes. 

Shtewy kind of 
tortuio was allowed 

How did you launch your raid 
against the villages? What kind of meth¬ 
ods did you use? 

We were landed near the village by 
helicopters. When we made a raid on a 
house we were shouting, cursing and beat¬ 
ing everyone in the house to frighten 
them. The use of every kind of torture was 
allowed. If there were young women in 
the house, we always attacked and mo¬ 
lested them. Each man was beaten up bru¬ 
tally. We covered our faces with a mask. 
We generally stole the money, gold and 
valuables of the peasants. We raped many 
young women and girls. For example, at 
a sudden attack we once found a couple 
naked in the bedroom. We beat up the 
husband wildly and two other members 
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of the team raped the wife. We often used 
this method. Moreover, we raped little 
shepherd girls, who are 11 -12 years old, 
in the mountains. We raped the donkeys 
in the rural areas. I want to add that mem¬ 
bers of the team raped dead women gue¬ 
rillas. I could not forget it. 

We never enjoyed 
confessions 

Did you question the peasants? 

Yes, for example, we were Informed 
that guerillas had come to a village. We 
went to this village. Of course, the gueril¬ 
las had already gone away. We took the 
suspect peasants to the rural area and 
questioned them. We never minded if they 
got injured. We broke their legs, arms, 
etc., .. We tied them upside down to the 
trees and began to beat them. After the 
inquiry the commander of our team put 
the barrel of his gun in their mouth and 
fired. We threw their corpses anywhere 
and went away. We never trusted anyone. 
In particular, we put no trust in the in¬ 
formers and confessors. They had to join 
the operation with us. Before the Gulf war, 
200.000 Kurds began to shelter at the bor¬ 
der of Turkey and Iraq. We were sent to 
the border. The whole border was laid with 
mines. And, I am not exaggerating, these ref¬ 
ugees cleared the mines by dying one by one. 
The mined areas were fiill of corpses and 
wounded bodies of the refugees. 


What was your duty at the border? 

The refugees were settled in camps. 
We began to search for smugglers, gue¬ 
rillas, spies, ... etc. We beat up each sin¬ 
gle person and seized all their valuables 
by force. We raped numerous women and 
girls in the camps. We kicked the wound¬ 
ed persons till they were dead. 


Ml 


opened fire 
the people 


What did you do inDiyarbakir at the 
funeral of Vedat Aydin, who was killed 
by the counterguerilla? 

The funeral march broke up in tur¬ 
moil. Large masses of people began to 
move against us. We opened fire on the 
crowded people. The streets were fiill of 
dead bodies and wounded people. We be¬ 
gan to kick the wounded people. After a 
short time, we plundered the shops one 
by one. At the same time, police special 
teams were plundering the other shops 



There were numerous soldiers killed 
by the guerillas. I cannot remember the 
number. In our team, 6 of us were killed. 
We killed 7 guerillas. Six peasants were 
killed in font of us. A peasant was mur¬ 
dered by our commander. For example, 
after an attack by the guerillas we searched 
the rural area. We saw a tractor fiill of peas¬ 
ants. 9 of them were taken off and execut¬ 
ed by police special teams on the road. 


What did you to those 
who surrendered? 

We wanted them to show 
us the bases of the guerilla and 
made them go in front in a soldier’s uniform. 
If there happened to be a gun fight, he-she 
died first ff we did not do this, we killed them 
I never saw anyone who was alive after being 


MeK0ii4Sirles run 
for nmney 


along the streets. We used every kind of 
terror methods during the day. In the 
evening, we wore civilian clothes and pa¬ 
trolled through the streets till the morning. 


What did you do to the men who de¬ 
fectedfrom guerilla troops or to wound¬ 
ed guerillas you found? 

There is no chance for a wounded gue¬ 
rilla. We questioned and killed them on the 
spot. Or, we sometimes took 
them to Diyarbakir for ques¬ 
tioning. We took them to the 
7th Army Corps in Diyarbakir. 

There is a torture chamber, 
which is covered with plastic. 

At the same time, there was a 
bus in which there were torture 
instruments. Torture was done 
in these places. 


arrested. 


Were you awarded for every gueril- 


Uttl« yellow pills were 
dellveted 

You mentioned little pills you took 
before the operations. 

I do not know. Before we got into the 
helicopters little yellow pills were given 
to us by the ofiicers. "Take these vitamin 
pills!", the officers shouted. Having swal¬ 
lowed the pills, we never could remem¬ 
ber what had happened during the opera¬ 
tions. We became "executioners" in this 
period. Our commanders behaved very ag¬ 
gressively and violently. They only 
thought about sex and murder. 

Did you often take part in operations? 

It depends on the period. During my 
military service I had just three days off. 
Sometimes, there was no cause for alert, but 
nevertheless we were on alert. If we heard 
the sound of a gun, we were on alert for gue¬ 
rilla raids and we opened fire and shot in the 
city with machine guns, howitzers and can¬ 
nons without having any target. 

Do you know anything about the 
number of soldiers and guerillas who 
have died? 


la killed? 

Yes. We called this the "head prize". 
We were paid 6 million TL per dead gue¬ 
rilla. Officers, non commissioned offic¬ 
ers and police teams kill peasants instead 
of guerillas for money. They are prize 
fighters and mercenaries. Everyone made 
money, but the officers made money hand 
over fist. For example, we often seized 
smugglers along the border. Command¬ 
ers laid their hands upon them and the 
smugglers were set free. 

How did you seize the smugglers? 

We lied in an ambush on the roads 
leading away from the cities. We searched 
the cars and buses passing. We covered 
our faces with masks and beat up the pas¬ 
sengers and plundered all valuable arti¬ 
cles we wanted. 

Do you want to say anything more? 

I did everything under the control of 
the enemies of humanity against my peo¬ 
ples. I witnessed all crimes against inno¬ 
cent people. 

But now, I am on the side of the rev¬ 
olutionaries, who fight against all this 
depravity. 

I am a revolutionary forever. ■ 
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As the revolutionaries 
who form the revolutionary 
movement and 
who are Kurdish and Turkish 
and LaZjr Cerkes^ Georgian^ 
Arab and from other national 
minorities Join the struggle 
for liberation and socialism^ 
they will create the most 
beautiful examples of the 
brothership of peoples^ 
they will bring into life 
the common struggle 
in front of our peoples 
against imperialism. 

K % hen we speak of the life of 
our martyrs we also indicate 
ip their national identity. In 
i saying that they are mem¬ 
bers of the Kurdish or Turk¬ 
ish nations or of minority nations such as 
Georgians, Circassian, Laz, Arab, we em¬ 
phasize, through this personality of our 
martyrs, that the revolutionary movement 
is formed of revolutionaries and workers 
from all nations and national minorities 
and that it leads the liberation struggles 
of this all these nations and national mi¬ 
norities. 

This is a natural result of the fact that 
the revolutionary movement is an organi¬ 
sation formed on a class basis, not a na¬ 
tional basis. This perspective makes the 
demands of each nation and national mi¬ 
nority subject to the general interests of 
our peoples and to a struggle which aims 
for socialism. 

But this perspective is sometimes un¬ 
derstood to mean that revolutionaries have 
no national identity. We begin almost to 
express ourselves with a revolutionary 
identity without nationality. We often for¬ 
get that we belong to a Kurdish, Turkish 
or other nation. And even when we don't 
forget it, we don't realize the duties of 
having a national identity. For example, 
the friends in the revolutionary movement 
who say "I am Kurdish, I am a part of the 
Kurdish people" have little interest in the 
Kurdish language and Kurdish culture. 
For lots of them it is unimportant to re¬ 
learn Kurdish, their forgotten mother 
tongue. 

They don't accept it as a duty to pro¬ 
tect Kurdish culture and Kurdish symbols. 
They refuse to emphasize this identity at 



To be revolutionaiy 
is not to deny 
national identii 


activities and funerals. We meet even 
those who refer to people with a patriotic 
mentality as "Kurds". 

So, who are we? 

Internationationalisin 
and national idantity 

Does struggling in a Marxist-Lenin- 
ist organisation which organizes on a 
class basis require us to forget our Kurd¬ 
ish identity? Is the revolutionary move¬ 
ment a common organisation of oppressed 
people from all nationalities or is it a com¬ 
mon organisation of nationless people? 
Are the national identities of revolution¬ 
aries who we refer to as Turkish, Kurd¬ 
ish, Circassian, Georgian, Arab, Laz 
when they fall as martyrs, of no impor¬ 
tance when they are alive? 

Of course they are and they should 
be. If they are not, this is against the un¬ 
derstanding of the revolutionary move¬ 
ment. As well as Kurdish, Laz, Georgian, 
Circassian, Arab revolutionaries, Turk¬ 
ish revolutionaries also don't say "I am 
Turkish", some find it unnecessary and 
some find it something to be ashamed of 
Even worse, the rejection of national 
identity" is sometimes theorised in the 
name of internationalism; thus causing 
this problem to become permanent. 



Certainly it is not internationalisifh to 
own up to ones national identity. This 
logic is a false one which accepts interna¬ 
tionalism as being nationless. 

Internationalism is a principle which 
analyses the universal dimension of each 
national and class struggle which targets 
the imperialist system and indicates that 
the struggles of single nations strikes at 
one and the same system at the end and 
that these struggles are parts of the com¬ 
mon march of humanity. 

Such a principle requires all nations 
to act in solidarity in the aim of being 
equal and free members of the human 
family and it requires their common 
struggle, it doesn't require the denial of 
nations in the name of humanity. 

The real defenders 
of national Identity 
are fascists 
but revolutionaries 

When revolutionaries express them¬ 
selves with their national identities, they 
don't thus fall into a "nationalist" politi¬ 
cal understanding. In reality, Turkish 
revolutionaries are more afraid of this. 
They are afraid of falling in the same side 
as Turkish chauvinists and fascist Turk¬ 
ish nationalism if they say that they are 
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Turkish. Whereas chauvinism and the fas¬ 
cist pohtical line are not really nationalist. 

Nationalism is the politics of the in¬ 
telligent bourgeoisie in the period of build¬ 
ing capitalism and nations, before impe¬ 
rialism. But in the 20th century the bour¬ 
geoisie lost its progressive nature and the 
process of becoming a nation became 
wound up with the struggle to break away 
from imperialism and to become free for 
the peoples now going through this proc¬ 
ess. That is, destroying the barricades in 
the way of the process of becoming a na¬ 
tion become the same as the struggle of 
these peoples for liberation from the yoke 
of imperialism. Thus, a nationalism which 
aims for nation-building and defence of 
interests of the nation in the imperialist 
age doesn't mean anything other than 
empty words if it doesn't have an antiim¬ 
perialist content. The nationalism of fas¬ 
cists is meaningless. The politics of sell¬ 
ing the interests of the country and the 
Turkish nation to imperialism and its col¬ 
laborators carmot be real nationalism. 

The defence of the country and work¬ 
ing people against imperialism and their 
collaborators is in reality the duty of pro¬ 
letarian revolutionaries and Marxist- 
Leninists. It is no coincidence that the 
communists showed the greatest patriot¬ 
ism and organised the resistance in the 
countries occupied by the Nazis. In this 
sense, to defend the interests of the na¬ 
tion against imperialism sets the revolu¬ 
tionaries not side by side with fascist poli¬ 
tics, on the contrary it sets them on the 
opposite of fascist politics. Likewise, with 
it's antiimperialist content, to use national 
identity by adopting the posivite traditions 
of our people, doesn't create the situation 
of falling on the same side as fascists. 

The Attitude 
to assimilation 
and denial 

It is a requirement of more special 
reasons that the Kurdish revolutionaries 
own up to their national identity. It is 
known that the oligarchy tries to assimi¬ 
late and "Turkicise" them and other mi¬ 
norities based on the denial of the exist¬ 
ence of other nations through force and 
oppression. 

In this situation, to adopt national 
identity means to adopt the national ex¬ 
istence, national demands, land, history, 
language and culture of our people which 
have been denied and have been tried to 
be destroyed. To the extent that the na¬ 


tional movement which develops on the 
basis of petty-bourgeois nationalism 
among the Kurdish people has moved 
away from a class basis, the Marxist- 
Leninists have emphasized the impor¬ 
tance of the class struggle and they have 
said that a national liberation which 
doesn't contain class liberation will not 
bring real liberation. This emphasis on 
class aspect of the struggle shouldn't bring 
the result that the Marxist-Leninists are 
not interested in the national demands of 
people. 

Revolutionaries are not uninterested 
in the national struggle. In imperialist 
conditions when the bourgeoisie is not 
revolutionary any more, proletarian revo¬ 
lutionaries have taken on the duty of na¬ 
tional liberation as well as class libera¬ 
tion. To fight for allowing people to gain 
equal and free membership of the family 
of humanity and to fight with the aim of 
destroying national oppression, coloni- 
sizing and inequality and to fight for the 
national demands of the people is the duty 
of revolutionaries. If this isn't understood 
and if the emphasis of the class struggle 
which lacks in the Kurdish national move¬ 
ment makes us forget the duty of adopt¬ 
ing the national demands and struggle, 
we would be supporting the assimilationist 
policies of the state. And a consistent revo¬ 
lutionary resistance against the denial and 
destruction policies of the state cannot be 
developed. 

The analyses of the revolutionary 
movement based on Marxism-Leninism 
are so concrete and clear that they don’t 
allow any misunderstanding. But in the 
political struggle it is not enough to read 
and to learn an ideological-political per¬ 
spective by heart. This knowledge must 
be rightly analysed in the active practice 
of life and the concrete tasks dictated by 
this knowledge must be formulated 
clearly. 

The class struggle of our people, the 
meaning of the task which revolutionar¬ 
ies express as taking up our propels’ na¬ 
tional demands must be re-analysed and 
interpreted in the living practice of life. 
First of all, instead of being nationless 
revolutionaries as a reaction to Turkish 
chauvinism, we must have the courage to 
take up the national rights and national 
identity of the Turkish nation on antiim¬ 
perialist basis. In this way, first we will 
be embracing the national demands of our 
people and we will be owning up to the 
national honour which is unashamedly 


trampled on by the existing governments 
on behalf of imperialism, secondly this 
logic will be a barricade against the use 
the state and civil fascists make of the 
people’s anger at their national honour 
being denigrated. And we should defend 
the national identity of our minority na¬ 
tions (especially the Kurdish people) who 
face assimilationist and denial policies 
and we should support their national de¬ 
mands with determination. It must be 
rightly understood that the national 
struggle is not the denial of the class ba¬ 
sis, then we will have a perspective which 
brings real liberty. 

Thirdly, it must be rightly understood 
that a revolutionary who doesn’t own up 
to his/her national identity and doesn't 
have any national feelings or loyalty to 
the land, language, histoiy and culture of 
his people cannot take up the national 
demands of his people as required. And 
fourthly, as a result of understanding in¬ 
ternationalism as a solidarity of nations 
for an equal and free world, we must sup¬ 
port the solidarity of all working people 
of all nations and we must be sensitive 
especially to the state terror which targets 
Kurdish people and we must turn this sen¬ 
sitivity into an active attitude in every 
where of life. Of course, this is valid for 
all the national demands of all the people 
which have a revolutionary character 
against imperialism and the oligarchy. 

As the revolutionaries who form the 
revolutionary movement and who are 
Kurdish and Turkish and Laz, Circassian, 
Georgian, Arab and from other national 
minorities join the struggle for liberation 
and socialism, they will create the most 
beautiful examples of the brotherhood of 
peoples, they will bring into life the com¬ 
mon struggle in front of our peoples 
against imperiahsm and, at the same time, 
they will begin to take up the national de¬ 
mands of our people.* 


Revolutionaries are not 
uninterested in the 
national struggle. 

In In^eriallst conditions 
wh^ the bourgeoisie Is 
not revolutionary anymore, 
firole^^tan revolutionaries 
have taken on the duty of 
national liberation 
as well as class liberation. 
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Three fighters of Devrimci Sol were killed brutally in Istanbul on the 28*'Septenibei 


They were fighting for inde¬ 
pendence and socialism in the 
ranks of Devrimci Sol Civil serv- 
antSf lawyers and workers know 
them very well 

The police teams launched a 
raid to a cafe on 28 *^ September 
in which the three Devrimci Sol 
fighters were sitting, and mur¬ 
dered Elmas Yalgin, Fuat Er- 
dogan, ismet Erdogan. AUthe in¬ 
habitants ofBe§ikta§ were the eye¬ 
witnesses of this massacre. 



Elmas Yalpm 
wasachril servant 



Fuat Erdogan 
was a lawyer 



Ismet Erdogan 
was a worker 


The four DHKC rural guerillas martyred in Sivas 

WE, REVOLUTIONARIES, ARE GETTING CLOSER 

TO VICTORY WITH OUR MARTYRS 

In the mountains of Sivas - a city in central Anatolia - a violent 
gunflght broke out between the DHKC (The Revolutionary People's 
Liberation Front's Guerillas and fascist forces on July 15 . The result 
of the soldier and police teams attacks was four combatants of the 

Armed Propaganda Units of the 
DHKC martyred. 



Osman Sonmez 
(1961-....) 

(Vice commander of 
Guerilla Group) 

"The task awaiting us is to 
be courageous, sacrifice and 
thinking in a large scale..." 

He was the son of a Turkish 
family from Gemlik, Bursa. His 
parents were teacher. He started 
the revolutionary struggle in years' 
of lycee. His revolutionary life 
was full of militancy, resistance, 
being kept in prison as captive 
with dignity and struggle. He 
never hesitated and ceased from 
revolutionary thoughts in the face 
of torture of fascist regime. He 
performed one of the most exem¬ 
plary attitudes during the years' of 
struggle despite torture and op¬ 
pressions. In his revolutionary life, 
he had been taken under deten¬ 
tion and tortured about ten times. 
But, he did not betray his com¬ 
rades and organization. 

He was an outstanding 
fighter of our organization in ru¬ 
ral areas. He fell with his three 
comrades fighting in rural areas 
of Zara, Sivas. He lost his short 
but determined and honourable 
life during a revolutionary task. 



Nihat §iahin 
(1965-....) 

„In the present situation, 
everyone must choose one side 
in the class struggle.^ 

He was the child of a poor 
Kurdish family from Malatya. 
He was introduced to revolution¬ 
ary ideas in the year 1978... Af¬ 
ter the coup of 12th September 
1980, he became a teacher. But, 
he was never content with it and 
began to fulfil his revolutionary 
tasks by going to meet the logis¬ 
tic needs of guerilla units. In 
1993, he joined the Guerilla 
Units as a fighter. He became the 
vice-commander of the Armed 
Revolutionary Unit of Ahmet 
Karlanga 9 . He was martyred 
fighting, just how it is expected 
of a member of Revolutionary 
Left. We shall follow the exam¬ 
ple of his honourable life. 



Gulnaz Sanoglu 
(1970-....) 

„I had chosen to be a guer¬ 
rilla because I hate to close my 
eyes to injustice.“ 

She was bom in Antakya the 
daughter of a poor Arab family. 
She spent her life working in the 
fields. She started the revolution¬ 
ary struggle by visiting associa¬ 
tions and bureaus of the maga¬ 
zine Revolutionary Review. She 
had a profound hate of fascism 
and the present order. She joined 
the rural Guerilla Units in the 
summer of 1993 in Sivas. She 
fell while fighting against the re¬ 
pression of Arab people and all 
of our people. Her martyrdom is 
the call to war for all Arab peo¬ 
ple against the common enemy. 



Murat Kaymak 
(1974-....) 

„We must be successful, I 
have no doubt we will be suc¬ 
cessful if we have the idea of 
giving everything to the revolu¬ 
tion...“ 

He was a child of a poor 
civil servant family from Sivas. 
He joined the revolutionary 
struggle at a young age. In a 
short period, he became the 
leading cadre of Revolutionary 
Youth of Lycees in Sivas. He 
was taken into detention by the 
political police and imprisoned. 
When he left prison, he joined 
the Rural Guerilla Units in Si¬ 
vas Mountains. He embraced 
death heroically on 15* of July... 
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The five DHKC rural guerillas 
martyred in Dersim 


Aydemir §ahin (1970) 
Commander of guerilla group. 
Born in Hekimhan. He was a 
son of a poor Turkish family. 


Nurhan Azak (1974) 
Guerilla of the platoon of Hayri 
K 09 . She was a daughter of a 
Kurdish family. Born in Pertek- 
Dersim. 


Asuman K 09 (1971) 
Guerilla of the platoon of Hayri 
K 09 . She was a daughter of a 
Kurdish-Alevi family. Born in 
Qemifgezek-Dersim 


There had happened a Gunfight between Devrimci Sol’s rural guerilla 
units and state military forces on September 3 and 4th, 1994 in Der¬ 
sim. The guerillas of Hayri Kog platoon were ambushed by state forc¬ 
es. In gunfight, 5 of People’s Liberation Fighters fell down. During 
Gunfight, 14 of counterguerillas were punished by guerillas. 7 of them 
died. 

As reported, the fighters of Hayri Kog Platoon were ambushed by means 
of informers living in Ulukale village. In the evening hours of Septem¬ 
ber 19, guerillas launched a raid on village and made a call to the 
formers by reading their names one by one. Seven of them, collaborat¬ 
ing with state forces and giving information to enemy were punished 
death under the eyes of villagers. Their houses were set on fire because 
of their crimes. 


HulyaAte§ (1977) 
Guerilla of the platoon of Hayri 
K 09 . She was a daughter of a 
Kurdish-Alevi family. Born in 
Hozat-Dersim. 


Orhan Korkut (1974) 
Guerilla of the platoon of 
Hayri K 09 . He was a son of a 
poor Kurdish-Alevi family. 
Born in Kahramanmara§. 


HE WAS A PIONEER OF THE 
NEW GENERATION WHO RESTRiaS HIS LIFE 
TO SMALL FIELDS OF INTERESTS OF 
DIRTY ORDER 


RIFAT OZGUNGOR 


Bedii Cengiz, a fighter of 
Devrimci Sol, fell down by a mis¬ 
chance. He was preparing a new 
revolutionary action 
but his weapon caught, 
fire accidentally and he '' 
injured himself serious- 
ly. During his last 2 ‘ 
hours, He was alone but' 
never hesitated to write * 

the name of Devrimci t 
Sol on a wall of the [ 

base with his blood. I_ 

He was bom in Kazanli vil¬ 
lage in Mersin in 1960 as a son of 
Arab-Alevi family. He took part in 
revolutionary activities in 1975. 
His revolutionary life was full of 
militancy, management, resistance 
with dignity. He was arrested af¬ 
ter the fascist coup of 12 Septem¬ 


ber 1980 and prisoned for 11 ye¬ 
ars. He was always in forefront of 
the resistance in prisons. He was 
self-sacrificing and ne- 
ver hesitated to criticise 
HI anyone. He fulfilled his 
"I revolutionary tasks in 
the Revolutionary Wor- 
I Movement and De- 
P structive fields. He car- 
I ried out all the revolu- 
I tionarytasksasamem- 
^_—J ber of Devrimci Sol. He 
was one of the nameless fighters 
of our People's liberation war. 


He was bom in Kastamonu in 1969. His 
family is immigrant from Balkan. Rifat 
joined to the revolutionary struggle in 
Sivas after his primary and secondary 
education in Vezirkoprii. In 1992^ he was 
taken under detention by police^ tortured 
and put into jail for 3 months. 

After release, he was dutied on the 
representative of the weekly 
newspaper MUCADELE, in Sivas. 

He fulfilled his tasks with courage. 

In all the actions, 

he was in the forefront of the people 
struggle in Sivas. 

In September 16, he was killed by state 
forces under torture. 

We will ask for account 
from the torturers. 


WE WILL HAVE OUR FLAG 
CRYING OUT THE SLOGANS 
OF OUR MARTYRS! 


WE WILL NEVER FORGET THE 
HEROINES OF PEOPLE! 













































THEY WERE 

REVOLUTIONARY FIGHTERS FOR 
THE LIBERATION OF PEOPLE! 


Giiler Ceylan 
(1974-....) 


She was 20 years old 
and fighter of DHKC Units 
for Armed Propaganda. 
Giiler was a daughter of 
poor family from Dersim, 
worked in textile factories 
for years, leaded the work¬ 
ers. She started working the 
underground organization 
and fulfilled revolutionary 
tasks with enthusiasm. 
Giiler fell fighting on the 
night of 8th October with 
her comrade Deniz in 
Istanbul, Sultangiftligi. 


ibi§ Deniz Demir 
(1971-....) 


He was bom in Tunceli, Cenii§-gezek as a son of poor 
family. After primary school, he couldn't finish education be¬ 
cause of poorness and worked in every kind of sector, espe¬ 
cially in textile sector. He was in the forefront of resistance of 
workers. He attended the revolutionary ranks in 1990. He was 
put in prison after a re-volutionaiy action. After releasing, he 
exemplarily offered resistance to the fascist regime with his 
weapons till the end of his short life. When their revolutionary 
base was ambushed by fascist torturers, he never hesitated and 
fell after hours of fighting. 


On the night of 26th October, a base of DHKC was ambushed by police teams and two revolutionary were killed 
by torturers after hours of gunfight. During surrendering, one of the fighters of DHKC, Ahmet Ozturk (former repre¬ 
sentative of Miicadele magazine in Adana bureau) phoned the Central Bureau of Miicadele and informed the 
journalists, and wanted them to call the lawyers. But, Despite all efforts of revolutionary journalists, when the repre¬ 
sentatives of mass organisations and lawyers arrived the surrendered base, Ahmet Ozturk and Zeynep Giiltekin had 
been killed brutally by pxDlice teams. Police teams prevented the people who wanted to arrive the house on time. 
According to local sources, the gunfight between revolutionaries and counterguerilla teams continued two and half 

hours. Two of the revolutionaries were killed, one of them, Sevgi ——- 

Erdogan was wounded and taken to the hospital. Despite the . 

end of the qunfiqht and massacre, police teams went on to hinder ;. 


■ YUKSELBABACAN 

WAS MARTYRED 
BECAUSE OF THE FIRE 
OF A HOSTILE OF 

He was a child of a poor worker and Kurdish family 
and came to know the revolutionary struggle in 1979. In 
the same year, he was captured and prisoned for 8 months. 
After releasing, he was captured one more time and sen¬ 
tenced 5 years. On the 20"* October, he lost his short but hon¬ 
ourable life because of the bullet of a swindler and vagabond 
after a revolutionary action in France. He would be entrusted 
with a new revolutionary task in homeland after a short time. 
We will never let his blood stay unexpiated! 


Zeynep Giiltekin 
(1970-...) 


Ahmet Ozturk 
(1968-...) 
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THE TURKISH FASCIST STATE IS MORE AND MORE TO BLAME 


There ere new names on the 



lOtfiye 


list of missing persons: 



"/ want to know what has happened 
to my child. Is the justice of the state able 
to work? I've been gone to Gayrettepe (Is¬ 
tanbul police, political department) but 
without success. Because of the inability 
of this state I have always to think of the 
evil events in this country." 

"They massacre our children and our 
youth. During the day they arrest people 
in the streets and let them 'disappear'." 

The authorities of the state burn our peo¬ 
ple and villages in Kurdistan." 

These statements are the yellings of 
the mothers and fathers whose sons and 
daughters were arrested by the police, 
killed because of torture and let "disap¬ 
peared”. Each day a new voice is added 
to these yellings. The state is subsisting * 
on blood and with blood he wants to continue to live. He sup¬ 
presses, massacres and bums the revolutionaries and patriots 
with his tanks, machine-guns and helicopters. The country is 
from one side to the other a see of blood. The policy of "disap¬ 
pearances" is in our country spread and used by the imperial¬ 
ism and its Turkish collaborators. Perhaps it is most ignomini¬ 
ous that the counterguerilla which is strengthening the hegem¬ 
ony of the state is concealing its cmelty in that way and is try¬ 
ing to let things appear in a different light to the publicity. Most 
of the peoples are deceived in that way and their mind gets 
dulled. 

In the last days two revolutionaries were again let "disap¬ 
peared". Despite of some witnesses and other evidence the state 
is still remaining silent with disgusting intrepidity. The state is 
mocking the peoples. First he claims the people to be taken into 
custody but afterwards he denies and lets them "disappear". 

We do not have any further message since the beginning of 
October from our comrade Ltitfiye Kagar who was taken into 
custody in Istanbul. The attorney of law, Murat Demir who has 
been detained in Ankara till 10* of October reports that in the 
time when he has been detained he has seen Kenan Bilgili and 
even has spoken to him. 

The attorney of law is not the single man who has seen 
Kenan Bilgili at the police station. In the same period of time 


more than ten people in the political po¬ 
lice department in Ankara claim the same 
as him. 

They heard Kenan Bilgili in his cell 
in the political pohce department scream¬ 
ing: "I am Kenan Bilgili. They want to let 
me disappear. They did not yet brought 
me before the judge." 

Ever since there is no more message 
about him. 

The arresting of Ltitfiye Kagar in Is¬ 
tanbul first was confirmed by the police 
but afterwards it was denied. The apart¬ 
ment of the Kagar family was called 
through and during this procedure the 
police told: "Come to us for fetching the 
parts of your daughter!" 

These events are not new ones. In the 
last time thy have 19 revolutionaries tortured and let them "dis¬ 
appeared". Ltitfiye is the 20* and Kenan the 21*. 

The terror of the state is without limits in his barbarity. 
People were massacred by being burnt and shot. The villages 
were burnt. In prisons they shot at prisoners. Hundreds of pris¬ 
oners have been tortured, they have been hurt but they have not 
been taken to hospital. 

"If they think us becoming afraid they are wrong. They only 
increase our anger." 

I tell the mothers that we do not have many children. Don't 
let allow these dogs of the state to suppress them." 

"We don't have to be silent, we have to raise our voice." 

"We have pain in our hearts and in our heads and also got 
into rage. For that reason we have forced our bodies to go 
hungry." 

These are statements against the policy of "disappearance", 
against the burning of people and villages. These are the digni¬ 
fied, resistant and honourable voices of the representatives of 
the democratic mass orgamsations and of all revolutionaries 
who don't bow their head. 

The most honourable historiography was written by the 
members of the resistance. It is the fascist regime which will be 
condemned and remembered as a curse in history. The peoples 
will be victorious.® 
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El Salvador 

the FMLN's experiences: 

FROM THE WEAPONS TO m BALLOT BOXES 



•“IP® he first part of the elec- 
I tions in El Salvador was 
I held in March 1994. The 
Jk FMLN, which waged an 
armed struggle from 
1980 to 1992, participated in these elec¬ 
tions as a legal party, ARENA, a right- 
wing party got 50% of the votes, the 
FMLN (Democratic alliance) only 25%. 

The FMLN waged a radical struggle 
till 1983, when Carpio, the leader of the 
FPL of El Salvador died under dubious 
circumstances. After the death of Carpio, 
the domination of reformists in the FMLN 
got stronger and this led to a slow down 
of the FMLN’s radical struggle. The clear¬ 
est sign of these changes since then were 
the frequent statements about: „A govern¬ 
ment with the greatest participation^, 
„The creation of practical conditions to 
end the state of war:“ and „Preparation 
and realization of general elections‘‘. 
These statements entered the FMLN’s 
program of 1984 and replaced the destruc¬ 
tion of the government. The reformist ten¬ 
dencies got their strength from the Com¬ 
munist Party (PCS) in the FMLN and its 
leader, Shafik Handal. Not to aim at the 
seizure of power, not to trust in one’s own 
strength and to exaggerate the effect of 
the USA were the visions of the reformist 
tendency. The practical armed struggle 
was reduced to a tactical level. The strugg¬ 
le, which was intensified by periodical at¬ 
tacks, was waged accordingly to the re¬ 
formist policy. It was aimed at achieving 
negotiations and to sit around negotiation 
tables. To get peace negotiations with the 
government and to end the struggle be¬ 
came the first aim. 

It was a result of the reformist poli¬ 
tics that the importance of diplomacy was 
increased. Because of this the military uni¬ 
forms were taken off, civil suits were put 
on and they travelled from one country to 
the other. For this aim, moderate sugges¬ 
tions and concessions were made „to at¬ 
tract the interest of the imperialist world“ 
and they were proud of this. 


The reality that „an organization 
which struggles for the liberation of the 
working people should be the hope of the 
oppressed peoples and not the hope of the 
imperialist rulers“ was forgotten. This fact 
became unimportant. 

0 exaggerate the effect of the US 
imperialism and the conviction 
that it was an internal factor of 
El Salvador was the main determinates 
for all pohtics of the leaders of the FMLN. 
Well rounded internal conditions for rev¬ 
olution were not enough, exterior condi¬ 
tions should be suitable, too. Also, impe¬ 
rialism should not interfere. The fear of 
the USA led to the fear to be a new \^et- 
nam or Cuba and then it led to a runaway 
from revolution. They were in such a con¬ 
dition that they were afraid of each activ¬ 
ity of imperiahsm. The FMLN was in such 
a condition that when the Nicaraguan 
FSLN lost the government achieved by 
armed struggle in elections to the bour¬ 
geoisie, this caused fear in the leadership 
of the FMLN. So they arrived at new the¬ 
ories. It were not sufficient to seize gov¬ 
ernment by military means. If the prob¬ 
lems were not solved, it would not have 
any meaning to seize government by 
armed struggle... This tendency was dom¬ 


inating in the FMLN and they did not 
have the aim to seize government any 
more. 

The most concrete example for this 
situation is the offensive of 1989. The of¬ 
fensive, which was started when the ne¬ 
gotiations with the government failed, was 
a great success. The FMLN got control 
over a lot of regions. Exactly at this point, 
the offensive was stopped. For, the aim of 
the offensive was not to seize power but 
to remind the government that the FMLN 
was still a power and to bring the govern¬ 
ment to the negotiation table. The bour¬ 
geoisie of El Salvador decided to start the 
negation again instead of losing its pow¬ 
er totally. The FMLN, which followed the 
right-wing politics of the reformist lead¬ 
ership till 1992, had the same leadership 
and the same right-wing politics in March 
1994. The agreement of 1992 was a great 
victory for imperialism and the fascist 
government in El Salvador. Due to this 
agreement the guerillas gave away their 
arms and the fascist government prom¬ 
ised a „democratization“. Additionally, by 
which means would these promises be 
fulfilled? 

„The most important matter is the 
question of land. For 12 years the people 
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No ruling class gives the 
government It occupies to 
another class, or shares it 
with another class 
voluntarily. This can be 
achieved by force only If 
there is no force. If there is 
no revolutionary violence, it 
is difficult to seize power;. 

too. The oligarchy of 
E! Salvador does not feel 
any obligation to 
democratize its regime and 
to share power with the 
FMLN, after it demilitarised 
its opponent's force. 


have occupied and used the land. 
Now, this right must be legalized. The 
efforts on this matter continue. The reg¬ 
istration of the land of the FMLN fight¬ 
ers and the people who support the FMLN 
is going on rather difficult and slowly. Due 
to the landowners’ resistance to sell their 
land and due to the slow work of the gov- 
ernment.“ (1) 

„We have three aims for the coming 
period: 

1) To continue the struggle as a po¬ 
litical party with legal methods. 

2) To prove ourselves in the econom¬ 
ic field by making it possible to solve prob¬ 
lems like the distribution of land, the 
housing, education and health. 

3) To take part in the National Police 
force, which was formed now, and in oth¬ 
er institutions. 

These aims are written down in the 
peace agreement with the government. 
Nevertheless, there are a lot of problems 
which stem from the government. The le¬ 
galization of the FMLN as a political party 
was delayed, the registration of land has 
not been realized yet. The participation 
of members and supporters of the FMLN 
in the new formed National Police is pre- 
vented.“ (2) 

„... As a response, the government 
would terminate the hated police institu¬ 
tions and would form a new police insti¬ 
tution which could be accepted by every¬ 
body. This was realized, but they chose 
the worst of the former soldiers and post¬ 
ed them as officers of the new ones.... In 
1993, 40 former Guerillas of the FMLN 
were murdered and the government sup¬ 
ported this. ...“ (3) 


No ruling class gives the government it 
occupies to another class, or shares it with 
another class voluntarily. This can be 
achieved by force only. If there is no force, 
if there is no revolutionary violence, it is 
difficult to seize power, too. The oligar¬ 
chy of El Salvador does not feel any obli¬ 
gation to democratize its regime and to 
share power with the FMLN, after it de¬ 
militarised its opponent’s force. There is 
no more armed, organized power to con¬ 
trol the promises and which can call them 
to account. 

ecause of this, the oligarchy of 
El Salvador keeps quiet and 
chose to delay its promises and 
to fulfil them partly instead of fulfilling 
them immediately. For, the oligarchy of 
El Salvador does not have neither the re¬ 
quired power, nor the required economic 
and social infrastructure to actually real¬ 
ize the democratization. El Salvador is a 
typical neo-colonial country. Furthermore, 
it experienced 12 years of civil war. The 
situation of the country can be understood 
better, if we consider that the most im¬ 
portant source of foreign currency are the 
dollars, which El Salvadorians which 
emigrated to the USA send back home, 
he leadership of the FMLN which 
could not destroy the govenunent 
with its armed power, which said 
that: ,3ven if we could destroy it by mili¬ 
tary power, it does not seem possible to erect 
sociahsm form point zero.“ (4); talks about 
realizing a democratic revolution and about 
preparing for socialism in spite of the ex¬ 
isting ohgarchy or even with it, after they 
gave away their arms. They insist on their 
ability to constitute socialism by peaceful 
means - in a country where imperiahsm 
controls and determines everything. For this 
the FMLN uses new economic models in 
the regions they control. Nevertheless, for 
the stability of a new mode of production a 
revolution is necessary first. Without a rev¬ 
olution, without seizing power by force, the 
social changes carmot be realized, as the 
holders of power put up resistance to pro¬ 
tect the status quo -and this is natural. The 
FMLN which arranged armed struggle ac¬ 
cording to their needs at the negotiation 
table believes after the negotiations in 
achieving social changes by „democratic“ 
means- but this is not possible. 

„The period which we are in now is 
the period of democratic revolution. ... 
The peace agreement which was signed 
with the government, took the place of 
democratic revolution. ...“ (5) 


„Our economic model has three types 
of enterprises. People’s enterprises (these 
enterprises are oriented at the people’s 
benefit), cooperatives and communal en¬ 
terprises. We are not able to realize the 
needs of classical ideology, which can be 
summarized like this: First to confiscate 
the means of production, to register them 
to the state and to distribute them again. 
Additionally we are not in favour of the 
state controlling everything. We want to 
establish an economic system which will 
exist parallel to the old one and which 
will prove itself better than the old one. 
The affluence of the people must be im¬ 
proved by supporting petty producers, 
cooperatives and communal enterprises... 
By rearranging the distribution of credits 
and land, we will support the poor. These 
measures will make the accumulation of 
capital for the people’s sector possible.... 
What we try to realize is not just theoret¬ 
ical, we formed our credit cooperatives 
and our banks and we are confident in 
creating the people’s enterprises. ...“ (6) 
On the pretext of „not accepting dog¬ 
matism and putting forward new ideas“ 
the most correct principles of Marxism 
are abandoned. Moreover, what they say 
is not that new. They say about the same, 
Bernstein and Kautsky said years ago ... 
They aim at making the accumulation of 
capital possible for petty producers in 
imperialist economy, but they do not talk 
about interfering with the monopolies. 
They think that they can achieve this aim 
with the monopolies. The most important 
sources for them to become a strong econ¬ 
omy are: First the money emigrants to the 
USA send back to El Salvador, and sec¬ 
ond the economic aid of the EU-Imperi- 
alists. As these sources give no guarantee 
to be continuous, it is questionable to 
which extent they will be useful to get a 
strong economy. Moreover, the aid of the 
EU-imperialists creates a technological 
dependency. When they stop this aid out 
of any reason and call back their experts, 
all the investments will stop. If El Salva¬ 
dorian experts are educated, a privileged 
group will be created. Therefore, the 
words of „democratic revolution and so- 
cialism“ became a method of deceiving 
the working people and nothing else. 

hat they call a „new economic 
model“ is the continuation of 
the capitalist exploitation sys¬ 
tem by more intelligent methods and noth¬ 
ing else. The word „people’s sector^ is a 
populist expression, which aims at con- 
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cealing the exploitating function of capi¬ 
talism and it is totally vague. Actually, 
the economic structure in the regions con¬ 
trolled by the FMLN is simple item pro¬ 
duction. It will be united with the econo¬ 
my of the rest of the country and collapse 
under its pressure. It is obvious that this 
will not improve under the oppression by 
imperialist monopolies and their collab¬ 
orators, it will not be able to survive. 

Even if we accept that monopolies do 
not exist just for a moment, only a part of 
the existing people’s enterprises which 
were founded in the capitalist market will 
get improvement and get stronger, others 
will not be able to resist competition and 
they will be destroyed. So new capitalists 
will emerge in the FMLN controlled re¬ 
gions. The communal enterprises which 
have a poor level and cooperatives will 
not be able to stay alive. 

It is known that all new economic 
models depend on foreign aid. When the 
foreign aid is cut, the so-called „people’s 
sector” will come to an end ... Whereas 
the „peace period is accepted cautiously 
by the FMLN fighters and the workers, 
the commanders and directors of the 
FMLN adapted themselves to this period 
in shortest time and without difficulties. 
Now, they stay in the capital with their 
cars and bodyguards after the end of 
struggle. But the people and the fighters 
who try to continue their lives in their 
regions face the same problems as before. 

Reformism and politics which fol¬ 
lowed a right ideology turned the leaders 
of the FMLN from leaders of a revolu¬ 
tionary civil war to people who integrate 
themselves into the system. 

The occupation of Grenada put the 
„being afraid of the USA” into the hearts 
of the FMLN leadership. After this, each 
and every political and tactical thinking 
of them was gmded by this occupation, 
n Nicaragua, the revolutionary pow¬ 
er faced difficulties which it could 
not overcome, and it gave the pow¬ 
er which was seized by arms back to the 
bourgeoisie by elections. Instead of learn¬ 
ing the lessons from the false pohtics in 
Nicaragua, instead of taking the required 
measures against this, the fear of the lead¬ 
ers of the FMLN and their distrust toward 
their pohtics and fighters increased. They 
had nightmares of getting into the same sit¬ 
uation as Nicaragua and they decreased the 
armed straggle to a tactical level... 

The people of Cuba, which has a more 
difficult life, resists against the imperial¬ 


ist blockade for more than 3 0 years. They 
know they may be the only ones, but they 
resist. These difficulties frighten the lead¬ 
ers of the FMLN, too. 

The reformist leaders of the FMLN 
carmot have the self-confidence of Fidel 
and they try to do their best to seem nice 
to the imperialists ... The last develop¬ 
ments and collapses in the Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe are enough to dam¬ 
age the trust of the FMLN leaders in „so- 
cialism”. They renounce socialism and 
take measures to strengthen the capitalist 
system of exploitation under the name of 
a new economic model... Sometimes re- 
formist politics cannot be seen behind the 
sound of arms, but once the arms are si¬ 
lent, the reformist politics get obvious. In 
El Salvador and the other Central and 
South American countries a revolution¬ 
ary organization must wage an armed 
straggle to seize power. The hundreds of 
years old rebellious tradition of the Cen¬ 
tral and South American peoples forms 
the necessaiy basis for this. 

The FMLN reached their present po¬ 
sition with the power of the masses by 
partly continuing this tradition. Neverthe¬ 
less, they decreased the armed straggle to 
tactical levels out of a lack of endeavour 
for the political power, they gave away 
their arms, and they compromised with 
the enemy. They betrayed the people 
which they led. 

They gave one of the most negative 
examples that had to be experienced by 
the peoples of the world since the 80s. 
Today’s winners in El Salvador are impe¬ 
rialism and oligarchy. And as long as the 
leaders of the working people do not find 
their aims again this will last. 

The people of El Salvador showed 
that they do not support the FMLN any 
more as much as they did before, after the 
elections of March 1994. It is not really 
important that the FMLN talks about 
fraud. The bourgeoisie is a defrauder, it 
is dishonest, especially the oligarchies in 
Central and South America do have many 
experiences in the fraud of elections. As 
the FMLN participated in the game of 
democracy, knowing all these facts, it does 
not have any meamng and no logic when 
they talk about a fraud after they lost the 
game. What the bourgeoisie did was noth¬ 
ing new. It is in the nature of the bour¬ 
geoisie to defraud at elections, and not to 
fulfil the peace agreement. 

To hope that the oligarchy, which 
murdered many FMLN commanders and 


fighters just before the elections, like 
Mana Lopez, and continued the dirty war, 
would be honest at the elections cannot 
be accepted, not even as stupidity. This is 
obviously a betrayal on the oppressed peo¬ 
ples of the world, on the people of El Sal¬ 
vador and on the 70.000 humans mur¬ 
dered during the revolutionary civil war. 
owadays, when the imperialist 
„new world order” is the topic of 
the day, the liberation of the peo¬ 
ples will be achieved by strengthening the 
straggle till the end and not by compro¬ 
mising. Armed straggle is not a tactical 
program, it is the basic element of the 
straggle to seize power. So-called peace 
agreements, comprormses, democratiza¬ 
tion strengthen imperialism only, they 
help it to continue its existence. 

The FMLN can get rid of being a loos¬ 
er only by using its arms again. The re¬ 
formist politics will lead to the end of the 
FMLN. „How the masses see the practised 
politics can be seen in the words of a 
worker who is a member of FENASTRAS: 

„ I am not used to this work of a legal 
party and elections. 

The majority of the fighters are in the 
same situation too and we are afraid of 
the developments ....” The fighters and 
workers, who have suspects against the 
present politics of the FMLN will be the 
hope for El Salvador and the continua- 
tors of armed straggle tomorrow. ■ 


(1) Jhe Latin American Left discuss¬ 
es the guerilla and the situation after it“, 
from a speech of Douglas Santa Maria, 
representative of the FPL, Biresim Pub¬ 
lishing, p 38 

(2) From an interview with Ernesto 
Zelayandia, representative of the ERP 

p26 

(3) Weekly Reality Magazine, inter¬ 
view with Daniel Humberto Salinas No 
50, p 42-43 

(4) From an interview with Mario 
Lopez, representative of the PRTC, p 36 

(5) From an interview with Ernesto 
Zelayandia, representative of the ERP 

p28 

(6) A so called book, p 28 

(7) From an interview with Rafael Se- 
fik, representative of FENASTRAS, p 43 

All quotations are taken from „The 
Latin American Left discusses the gue¬ 
rilla and the situation after it“ 
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THE DEMOCRACY GAME 


AND THE RESDLTS 


here were two important developments in 
Nicaragua recently. One of them was the 
explanation of Violeta Chamorro about 
the discharge of Sandinist chief of the 
general staff on February 21. In the elec¬ 
tion of’89, Chamorro won the Presidency 
of State and undertook the Ministry of 
Defence. Sandinists just undertook the 
Chief of General Staff. One of the lead¬ 
ing cadres of the Sandinist Revolution, 
Humberto Ortega, was carrying out func¬ 
tion of Chief of General Staff for 15 years. 
This was a boredom for Chamarro. The 
Sandinists were sup¬ 
posing that defeat in 
the election was the 
guarantee(!) for the 
gains of the Revolu¬ 
tion. But they were 
mistaken and began 
to lose the guaran¬ 
tees one by one. 
Chamarro stated in a 
press-conference 
that they will put the 
army under civilian 
control. 

Another important development was 
the Congress of the FSLN. Daniel Ortega 
was re-elected as General Secretary of the 
FSLN. The leader of the Nicaragua Revo¬ 
lution and former President of Nicaragua, 
Daniel Ortega says that they will be loyal 
to the socialist program and radical 
changes and they will never follow the 
route imposed by the imperialist system. 
He accused Sergio Ramires of being ’’re¬ 
formist" and coming to an agreement with 
the Government. It’s obvious that the con¬ 
sistencies of Ortega can be discussed. 
Nowadays, the Sandinists are faced with 
the results of their great mistakes. They 
came to power by armed struggle but they 
took part in an election race against the 
bourgeoisie and collaborators of Imperi¬ 


alism. They handed the revolution over 
and lost it. Ortega’s sayings do not change 
this reality. For they are preparing for the 
election in 1996. All their initiatives and 
their behaviour are based on the pragma¬ 
tism of the Sandinists and their national- 
limited outlook. After they had come to 
power, they were surrounded by economi¬ 
cal-political obligation the US Imperial¬ 
ism. And, the attacks of the contras put 
the Sandinists in a difficult position. Be¬ 
sides that, the Sandinists made efforts to 
create a national ideology called "Sandi- 
nism". Moreover, the main socialist char¬ 
acter of revolution was of less importance 
than the antiimperialist and anti-Somoza 
approach. The class approach and the 
anti-oligarchic character of their revolu¬ 
tion was of secondary interest. They 
sought to become stronger through alli¬ 
ance with every kind of organization and 
person. The understanding of Civil Soci¬ 
ety began to have an effect on their views. 

Finally, we want to say that the elec¬ 
tions are the result of this view. They played 
a "democracy" game and were defeated. 

The people of Nicaragua are de¬ 
prived of revolutionary leadership. If the 
earlier leadership believed in the crea¬ 
tiveness and power of labouring people 
and socialism and Revolution, every 
problem would be solved despite the cri¬ 
sis. However, FSLN sold the revolution 
to the bourgeoisie and came to an agree¬ 
ment with it. The liquidation of 
Sandinists from the political arena proves 
the strength of the bourgeoisie. 

It’s obvious that coming into power 
once more will be full of difficulties and 
obstacles. Imperialism and the Oligarchy 
will use all kinds of methods not to give 
the power to the Sandinists. There is no 
choice for the people of Nicaragua except 
to have ideological unity, revolutionary 
leadership and to keep socialist ideas. ■ 
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FROM GUERILLA COMMANDER 



he tanks guns began to bombard the houses in a point- 
^ less way, without distinguishing between houses and 
^ guerilla offices. It was a terrible shock.. No one knew 
-i.what to do. It was really a very strange thing that hap¬ 
pened. Abu Ammar came to Hussein Street. He told the retreating 
fighters to sop and lay mines and to construct barricades Jmm 
bombs, gas containers and all kinds of metal objects. He himself 
went and found what he could and with the help of a few people 
pushed them into the middle of the road. Suddenly they regained 
morale and the retreating fighters began to reorganise. Abu Am¬ 
mar shouted in an Egyptian accent: Hold on for two hours com¬ 
rades, we ’re going to give then such a lesson they ’ll never forget 
It (Resisting Palestine p. 78) 

Abu Ammar mentioned here is none other than Arafat, the 
guerilla commander of the guerilla army of A1 Fatah, which was 
founded in 1956. In the late fifties Arafat’s name of Palestine. He 
soon won the hearths of the Palestinian people with his daring, 
initiative and charisma in the armed stmggle being waged against 
Israel and became the leader of A1 Fatah.. 

A1 Fatah was fi-om the beginning under the domination of the 
petty bourgeois line. The pragmatism of the petty bourgeoise exer¬ 
ted Itself fi-om the start, and, in the name of alliance, strengthen¬ 
ing and nationalism, pamitted the bomgeoisie, with its interests with 
the collaborationist Arab regimes, to take its place in A1 Fatah. 

While on the one hand A1 Fatah permitted the bourgeoisie to 
gain influence within the organisation, on the other it justified its 
lock of support for social opposition against the Collaborationist 
Arab governments by citing „ non-interference in others." How¬ 
ever at that time other groups did not see the Palestinian revolu¬ 
tion and offered independent support to the opposition groups 
Despite all this pragmatism A1 Fatah were never able to currv 
favour with the Arab regimes. 

When the Palestinian resistance become dangerous for the Arab 
re^es they did not hesitate to perpetrate massacres against the 
Palestinian people. Despite the massacres of Tel El Zaalar and Black 
^ptember A1 Fatah have pursued the same pohcies to the present 
^y. The petty bourgeois understanding, which kept itself distant 
from the social opposition developing against regime in the re¬ 
gion, condemned the Palestinian resistance to a natinnaiic f view. 

In 1969 A1 Fatah was brought into the leadership of the Pal¬ 
estine Liberation Organisation (PLO). The shared view of vari- 
^ous organisations within the PLO was 
^ a national struggle against Is- 
i rael. The PLO fought in the 
Arab-Israeli wars and 
achieved great suc¬ 
cess in the 4th 
Arab-Israeli war 


### 


TO BETRAYAL 


in 1973. The success lifted the morale of the Palestinian resistance 
and boosted the aim of an independent Palestine and the removal 
of Israel fi-om the region. However rather than developing this 
situation Arafat chose to adopt to ,fformula of reconciliations" pro¬ 
posed by the UN at the bidding of the USA This proposal includ¬ 
ed the establishing of a Palestinian State in the West Bank and 
Gaza strip which would be pohced by the Israeli and Jordanian 
mihtaiy with permanent UN peace-keepers. Arafat accepted the 
projxisal as a „tactic", defending the decision in the following way; 
„This agreement will be a step forward for us. We will intensify 
the struggle in the territoiy we obtain." This proposal, which was 
accepted by Arafat’s pragmatic view, was in fact an approval of the 
existence of Israel in the region and constituted an obstacle to the 
foundmg of an independent Palestine. With Arafat’s acceptance of 
the agreement some organisations within the Palestinian Peoples 
Liberation fi-ont left the PLO and formed the Rejectionist Front." 
Although these organisations fi-om time to time took their places 
in the PLO they were not able to be very influential. A1 Fatah 
continued to play a determining role in the PLO. Wfth the agree¬ 
ment Arafet began to intensify diplomatic relations and he be¬ 
came to a familiar face at the UN. As the PLO looked for reconcil¬ 
iation with imperiahsm their power began to wane. Following the 
massacres peipetrated by Israel during the siege of Beirut in 1982 
Arafat left the Lebanon and opted for life as a refugee. In 1986 a 
largely spontaneous struggle against Israel began in Palestine. \Wth 
the efforts of the resistance movements to direct the struggle by 
the end of 1987 it had turned into the Intifada. Arafat’s reconcil¬ 
iation also showed itself there. While calling the youth involved in 
the Intifada „my generals" he did his utmost to prevent the resist- 
^ce turning into an armed straggle. He hmited the weapons of 
the Palestmian people involved in the struggle to stones, sticks 
and catapults. The present Jericho-Gaza makes the Palestinian 
people’s economic and pohtical dependence on imperiahsm offi¬ 
cial. The agreement provides neither for the return of Palestinians 
who had to leave their homes nor for the release of Palestinian 
captives. With this agreement collaboration and betrayal is being 
unposed on the Palestinian people. For captive Palestinians to be 
released there is the condition of not having killed an Israeli and 
th^ must sign a document promising not to conduct pohtics against 
Israel. A Palestinian pohce force is being estabhshed to enforce 
Israeli laws. This agreement is synonymous with dishonour and 
betrayal for the Palestinian people. 

Now Arafat is not a guerilla commander in the eyes of the 
Palestinian people, he is a symbol of betrayal and the architect of 
reconcihation. Thus Arafat’s continued mention of independence 
has absolutely no credibihty Arafat has now entirely surrendered 
to imperiahsm, but the Palestinian people will not accept this dis¬ 
honour and betrayal. At this point neither the ex-guerilla com¬ 
mander Yasser Arafat nor another petty bourgeois leadership can 
give the Palestinian people anything. The solution hes in the stragg¬ 
le against imperiahsm, based on the armed struggle, which aban¬ 
don the pragmatist nationahst view. When the Intifada develops 
into an armed straggle the Palestinian people will win.H 
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Kim II Sung 


HE WAS THE LEADER OF ALL KOREANS 


The funeral procession of Kinfi II Sung was magnificent, like his honourable life. 17 Millions Koreans 
joined the funeral march. The same day was a great problem for US Imperialism and the 
collaborator administration of South Korea. In South Korea, thousands of people organized a great 
march in remembrance of the great revolutionary leader, Kim II Sung who had given everything to the 
revolution and unity of Korea. The government of South Korea could not solve the problem 
(Participation of the people in funeral processions) by forbidding it. US soldiers who were placed 
directly at the border line, attacked the South Koreans brutally. Despite the soldiers -armed and trained 
with US money- they were not able to prevent the participation of people. When it was forbidden to 
participate In the funeral procession of Kim II Sung, all the opposition groups, 
especially the youth of Korea, organized great protest demonstrations and clashed with the police. 
More than hundreds of students who respect the tradition of anti-imperialism were taken into custody. 
It is stated that the Court of Justice will try them for „betraying to the country". According to them, to 
defend the unity of North and South Korea means, „betraying the country" but to declare a war 
against people in accordance with the orders of US Imperialism means ..patriotism". Here is 
collaborators’ love of the country. Kim II Sung was the leader of all Koreans despite the borders 
determined by US imperialism. And he will be... Meanwhile, Castro -in his speech - said, „He was an 
undaunted defender of Socialism and a faithful friend". All the workers of the world became sorrowful 

when they heard of his death. 



In London on July 17th a meeting was or¬ 
ganised in Halk-Der (Peoples Association) on 
the initiative of Devrimci Sol Gugler and De¬ 
fend Cuba Campaign in solidarity with the peo¬ 
ple of Korea, in remembrance of Kim II Sung. 

The participants from the Institute for In¬ 
dependence Research, Communist Action 
Group, All African People's Revolutionary 
Party, Black Unity and Freedom Party, the com¬ 
mittee for the Defending of Cuba Campaign and 
Devrimci Sol Giigler (Revolutionary Left 
Forces), made a speeches. All the representa¬ 
tives who made a speeches emphasized the im¬ 
portance of International Solidarity with the 


The Koreans 

Korean Democratic People Republic and Cuba 
against imperialist siege and the stability of Kim 
II Sung against imperialist pressure. 

A representative from the Institute of Inde¬ 
pendence Research said: "All the world's revo¬ 
lutionaries and Korea's people are mourning. 
Kim II Sung and Ho Chi Minh are the most 
important leaders of Asian Communism. The 
Democratic People Republic of Korea created 
by his efforts will live forever. Because the peo¬ 
ple of Korea have revolutionary dynamics and 
stability in the defending of socialism." 


are not alone 

The representative of Devrimci Sol Gugler 
and delivered a declaration to all participants. 
The declaration of Devrimci Sol Gugler stated 
that: „ Every bullet fired against Imperialism 
and every blow will serve exploited people 
from all over the world in the road towards 
freedom. Devrimci Sol will go on to be the 
nightmare of imperialism and collaborators 
with actions. Imperialists and its native col¬ 
laborators which commit crimes against the 
people all over the world will be targeted by 
our fighters. “ 


AN HONOURABLE 
SOCIALIST 

„lliis Mai Is aiming at trying to ludge Socialism and 
Democratic Republic of the Germany. 1 gave my 
whole life fer Socialism and the DemocraOc Repub¬ 
lic or the Germany and I came down on one side of 
Die struggle. I feel weak because of Illness and my 
old age, bnt I pnt trust In and will keep my belief Oiat 
the DemocraDc Repnhllc of Germany had proved 
that It was possible to form Socialism and was bet¬ 
ter Dian Capitalism. 

It mnst be agreed _ I was In the Jails of the Gestapo 
fer 12 years. Now I am being Judged by Die law ef 
West Germany oriented by Die laws of Die Nad re¬ 
gime. The Federal Repnhllc of Germany Is trying to 
Judge Die communists and anD-fescIsts by follow¬ 
ing the tradlDons of the Nad regime. I’m in front of 
you. do everything whatever yon are able to doL" 



ERICH HONECKER 

was speaking like this in the 
courtroom against the remains 
of the Nazi Regime on the 3rd 
December 1992. He was an an¬ 
tifascist militant in the years of 
Hitler’s Regime, he was in the 
forefront of resistance and in 
the jails of the Gestapo. He was 
the architect of Revolution and 
played a leading role in the 
years of forming the Democra¬ 
tic Republic of Germany. He 
defended the revolution uncon¬ 
ditionally and shouted the slogan ,JLong live Socialism‘‘ against the cries of impe¬ 
rialists and social reformist traitors: ..Socialism is dead‘‘. 

He died on 29th May 1994. He, despite all his mistakes, all his deficiencies 
in his ideological and political path, never ceased from his ideals and kept his 
belief in Socialism. He acted fully in keeping with his views and principles. Impe¬ 
rialists and collaborators were never been able to bring him to his knees. 

We will keep his memory forever. 
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On the contrary, you must surrender 
to the justice of Devrimci Sol 

Our people witnessed an excellent example of resistance. Because, several people were 
embracing death with ‘tiiili’ on their lips. This was the first for everyone. In our country, the tilili 
was being shouted at weddings, demonstrations and funeral marches by Kurdish woman. But, she 
was shouting ‘tilili’ among the haii of bombs and buiiets in her last minutes. 


These words were the last words and answers of DEVRIMCI 
SOL fighters before they were killed by more than hundreds of 
torturers and killers on the 4t^ of August in istanbui/Bagciiar. 

At 02:30 am. On 4'" August one of the base of Urban SDB 
[Armed Revoiutionary Units) of Devrimci Sol was surrounded 
by poiice and counterguerilla teams with their weapons, 
rockets, armoured cars. A violent clash had begun between 
police teams and 3 revolutionaries. Revolutionaries contin¬ 
ued their tasks successfully until they fell. They displayed 
an exemplary and heroic resistance against the enemy dur¬ 
ing the 7 hours. 

They embraced death with the slogans of LONG LIVE 
DEVRIMCI SOL, LONG LIVE OUR LEADER DURSUN KARATAS.The en¬ 
emy’s fearwas enormously greatin spite oftheirmilitary and 
technical power. After our comrades resistance which lasted 
for 7 hours, fascist chiefs were not able to blacken the heroic 
resistance. Also,the bourgeois press and TV, which are active 
instruments ofcounter-revolutionary propaganda of oligarchy, 
have not been able to hide the shouts, iilili’ strong belief of 
our comrades. 


Our comrades hung the flag of Devrimci Sol among the hail 
of bombs and bullets and wrote the leners Devrimci Sol on the 
wall of base with their blood before death.They answered to the 
calls of chiefs of counter-guerrillas with slogans of victory like 
the other comrades martyred in bases. 

They were very young. They were 18,23 and 26 years old. 

They were strong and strong-willed. They were represent¬ 
ing our oppressed people of Turkey. They were patriots. They 
gave answer with their bullets and rockets to the call of killers. 
Their voice and shouts were the voice of our country and free¬ 
dom. They gave an excellent example of how to live honourably, 
honest to all people.They gave a lesson to all ouryouth with their 
weapons in their hands. 

We will never forget the massacre of 4th August. We prom¬ 
ise not to lay down our weapons. 

Their hopes will not be disappointed. 

Every base of DEVRIMCI SOL in rural and urban areas is Re¬ 
sistance Castle. 

No crime committed against revolutionaries and peoples 
can be left unpunished. There is a war and we will do our work. 



! HUSEYIN 
I ASLAN 

Comrade Huseyin was the son of a 
poor Kurdish family from Sivas/Zara in 
1972. 

He spent his life working and produc¬ 
ing. In 1990, he got to know the revolu¬ 
tionary struggle in DEV-GENQ (Revolu¬ 
tionary Youth) and after a short time, in 
1991, he took new tasks in destructive or¬ 
ganisation of Devrimci Sol in Istanbul. He 
became one of the members of Militias of 
Devrimci Sol. 

He acted in the exact honourable 
manner of a Devrimci Sol member. When 
he was confronted with the torturers, he 
never hesitated and managed to resist 

He hung the flag of Devrimci Sol 
among the hail of bullets and fell. 



GUNER 
§AR 

Giiner was the daughter of a Kurdish 
civil servant She was bom in 1969. She 
started attending the Marmara University 
in 1987 and started the revolutionary 
struggle. She worked in the DEV-GENQ. 
She fulfilled her task in Regional Commit¬ 
tee ofBe§ikta§ ofDEV-GENQ in 1990. She 
took part in the founding of TODEF (The 
Federating of University Youth Associa¬ 
tions of Turkey) and worked in its man¬ 
agement She was faced with tor hirers 
many times and imprisoned. In 1991, she 
became a fighter of SDB of Devrimci Sol. 

On the 4th August, she once more met 
the torturers and killers. She lost her short 
but honourable life during revolutionary re¬ 
sistance fighting for hours. 



OZLEM 
KILI^: 

Ozlem was the daughter of a poor 
Kurdish family from Sivas. She was born 
in 1975. She was one of the leading cadres 
of LDG (Revolutionary Youth of Lycee) in 
1992, Ankara. She was a determined and 
principled revolutionary. 

She was in SDB of Ankara when she 
was 17. She performed as an rural guer¬ 
rilla for a short time. But, because of her 
health problems, she took on new tasks in 
new areas. In 1993, she was a member of 
SDB of Istanbul. 

At the same time, she was worked to 
meet the needs of the base till the massacre. 

She was martyred on 4th August 1994, 
writing on the walls "Devrimci Sol SDB" 
with her blood. 


41 

































